PAGE  
45

CHAIN CAMERA TRANSCRIPTION

1:00:00:00 

INTRO:

Card:


August 1999


2 Miles East of Hollywood


John Marshall High School


4192 Students


41 Ethnic Backgrounds

Ten video cameras were given to students to film their lives.

After a week, the cameras were given to ten new students who filmed their lives, then passed the cameras on.

Like chain letters, these cameras moved through the student body for one year.

These are the edited video diaries recorded by 16 of the students.

Chain Camera




ROSEMARY  

1:02:02:00

Schoolyard:

Hi, my name is Rosemary. Yes, I’m walking with all these 

kids because I’m at Marshall High School.  And for now I’ll let you see my life for a whole week.

1:02:15:09

Card:  rosemary

1:02:19:24

At the student store:  

Give me a coke.

1:02:24:26

In front of the student store:

I paid for these and I got this free.  So this shows it pays off to be a 

senior and knowing a lot of people. C’mon.

1:02:32:14

Films the basketball court:

This is our campus.  You see all these low-life.  At least 50% of them is gonna drop out.  I’m pretty sure of that.  No, I’m just kidding.  

1:02:43:03

Walking home:

Okay, yeah, this is where I live.  I’m walking up home right now.  

This is my window up there.  My mom spies on me sometimes.

1:02:54:21

In her bedroom, looking at herself in the mirror:

Look at this.  Look at the waist. Oops.  I used to make myself throw up.  Stick my finger in my throat, throw up.  Eat a really big meal, throw up.  Why?  Because I always wanted to have this fit body.

1:03:11:27

Films a picture of herself as a toddler:

That was me when I was young.  But yeah.  Grew out of it.  Sometimes I wish I could go back.  I wish I didn’t have to grow up.

1:03:24:06

Walking down stairs to her boyfriend:

Rosemary:  (Singing)  Baby. My baby.  He’s an ass.

1:03:35:01

In her bedroom:

Guys to me are so fucking weird.  Wish my dad was still around.  

See, my dad if he was still around I wouldn’t even fucking need 

guys.  My dad promised me a car - never got me a car.  He 

promised he’ll stay home – he never stayed home.  He got remarried and left me when I was very young.

1:03:52:19

In her bedroom:

I used to run away.  I remember I used to beg people for like 

quarters just to survive.  I ran away for three weeks and every night 

was like a hard night because I didn’t run away with money or 

clothes.  I remember I would go to girls’ house and I would ask 

them for like “Do you have pads?” because I was on my rag that 

time also.  I’d never had that experience in my whole life where 

your underwear could be so dirty.  And I had to throw them away.  

And I would ask the girls like for underwears.  I mean just straight 

underwears, you know.  It was so hard.  I mean I’m surprised I didn’t even kill anybody just to get what I want.  I could have though.  There’s sometimes when I ran away where I meet guys.  And they want to rape me.  And I was a virgin, which I would not give myself up.  It was like a struggle.

1:04:43:07

Films her scar on her wrist:

Hey, do you see this mark on my arm?  A scar.  Through depression.  Outside, I try to hide it.  Nobody sees it.  But the truth is I see it, you know.  It’s not like…Let’s put it this way, I go through a lot of pain.  

1:05:12:04

Rosemary sets the camera down and turns on her cassette player.

1:05:39:23

Dancing:

Rosemary’s voiceover:  Sometime people dance their worries away.  Well, that’s what I do.  I dance all my worries away.  Isn’t that weird?  Yeah, I do though.

1:05:54:17

Walking on campus:

Okay, well I’m 17 and by this December I’ll be 18.  And when I’m 18 I’m gonna become a stripper.  Why?  Because I have always looked forward to it.  Even though…. I don’t even have the damn body.  But, but I’m willing to try it out.  I’m still willing to try it out.  I’ve seen a girl that was really big and still got…. She made $300 dollars that night.  I mean not even sleeping with anybody, nobody touching her.  But just picking out money from her kooch, you know.  She made so much money.  So I’m sort of looking forward to that.

1:06:25:21

TIM
1:06:36:10                  Card: tim

1:06:40:25

Intro to Wrestling:

We’re live here.  This super Sunday, this, this – how do you call it – this wrestling zania Sunday.  And tonight (chuckles), you’ll have the pleasure of me.

1:06:52:11

Wrestling:

Announcer:  Here comes our former International Champion – Christian Matthews.  Too bad he lost the International title to that, to that wussy.

Christian:  I’m getting my belt back as soon as possible.

Announcer:  All right, now kick some ass.

Announcer:    ?????  But can’t quite get him up.



Oh, that’s gonna hurt.



Oh, right into the temple.  What a move!



He’s going for the cover – one, two and three.  It’s 

over.

1:07:47:22

Tim holding up a sign that says he’s single then in his car:





Single, white male.  No girlfriend.  Never had a girlfriend.  What 

else?  

1:08:06:17

Outside His Apartment:

Oh, I live in a ghetto area. Bullet holes from the last drive-by.  You like that?

1:08:14:10

Inside his bedroom:





Just in case when the bullet would go, the bullet wouldn’t go 

through.  We put quarter-inch iron or metal plate.  We put sheets of 

it along the wall here.  There’s my brother’s bed, my mom’s and I.  

We sleep down here.  Here is my TV, which faces toward my bed.

Yes, it’s like pretend wall here.  My mom’s and my brother’s TV.  

My mom’s and my brother’s like family TV right here.  

1:08:48:22

Interviews his mother:





Tim:  Okay, Mom.  What’s your name? 





Mother:  Joanna Gillian Docherty Allan.  How old am I?  I’m 37 

               years old.

Tim: Okay.





Little brother Ryan:  You’re not 37!  





Mother:  I’m 37.





Ryan:  You’re gonna be 37.

1:09:03:25

In car:





She works two jobs and she goes to college full-time.

1:09:08:07

In bedroom:





Mother:  I’m majoring in anthropology, with a minor in museum 

              studies - World Arts and Cultures.

1:09:16:09

In car:





She’s like the best mom in the entire world.  She is.  I don’t 

give a crap what you guys think, what you say about your mom or 

any of that.  She is the best mom.

1:09:27:22

On campus, filming girls:

Tim’s voiceover:  I don’t really like pay attention to much of the girls in Marshall because when they’re in high school, they’re pretty like lame.  That’s why I go for college chicks.  

1:09:37:11

In darkened bedroom:

You know, college chicks.  They’re like “Oh, I just want a nice, funny guy, you know, a guy who’s calm, who isn’t going to be all crazy.  He doesn’t have to be reckless.  He’s fun. He can tell jokes.  And he’s sweet.  He’s fun to be around with.”  That’s everything I am.

1:09:50:23

Interviews Mom:





Tim:  All right, Mom, any advice to help me get chicks, especially 

          the ones in college?





Mom:  What’s a good way to get chicks?  It’s very difficult for me 

           because I’m a girl, okay?





Tim:  Well?





Mom:  Let’s see.  What do I like about a guy?





Tim to Ryan (who covers the camera lens with a calculator.):  Get 

out of here!





Mom:  If they have a good personality…. 





Tim:  Uh-huh.

Mom:  Funny…..





Tim:  Okay, I got that one.





Mom:  Caring, you know, a gentleman.

1:10:24:16

Wrestling with a friend:





Announcer:  He has a chair!  He has a chair!  Oooh!

1:10:32:23

Tim talks to camera:

Well… Hey!  At least like get me a girlfriend, you know, like a good one that I’ll have for a few years.  C’mon.  Please.  Just like put out an article or something - like lonely, perfect, smart, funny, nice, intelligent….like handsome, single man looking for beautiful women.  That’s all.

1:11:06:11

MENA


1:11:16:25

Card:  mena

1:11:21:10

Walking on campus:

I really don’t like the way I look today.  So… I was trying not to be on camera, but I guess since I’m taping my life, you should see in my bad looks, my good looks, and everything that comes with it.

1:11:35:02

In classroom:

When I was in Ethiopia, because I was born there, of course, and when I used to watch things about like…. I used to watch movies and I used to watch the news.  There was really never bad things about America.  They only showed good things because of course they want to make America look good, you know.  The only thing bad that I’d seen was like the riot.  But in this country, when other cultures and other races are on TV, it’s usually for the bad things they do.

1:12:06:10

At a pizza restaurant:





Metu:  Are you recording?  





Mena:  Yeah.

Metu:   Okay.  So there was this one time me, Emnet and Naomi 

were walking to that video store.  And so this white, old 

guy pushes me.  And he’s all like “Get out of the way!”  

And we look at….  We’re walking and we’re like what did 

he do. And he stops and he’s looking at us.  And me and 

Naomi we’re like “Oh, no he didn’t.”  But then I don’t want 

to mess with him because… .  I don’t want to be racist and 

all.  But you know white people…





Lewis:  That was your first encounter of white racism.





Metu:    We were scared because he might like pull out a gun or a 

  knife and just start chopping off our ears or something.





Metu:    I think that’s the white guy.





Mena:    Emnet!  Is that that guy?  No, it can’t be him.

1:12:52:16

In classroom:

I’m from Ethiopia and I know how it is out there.  And it’s I mean pretty civilized, it’s pretty good, you know.  We wore clothes.  People expect us to run around naked.  I’m pretty sure there’s villages that they do that to.  But that didn’t happen with me.

1:13:07:21

On campus, talking with friends:





Mena:  He’s like “Oh, you’re from the motherland.”  I’m like 

“Yeah.” He’s like “So you speak Ethiopian.”  I was like “Yeah.”  And then why did everybody in the class go (makes clicking noises with her mouth.)  

Camerawoman:  That’s so stupid.  That’s like an ignorant thing.

Mena:  I was like “Okay, so, nice, you all watched Gods Must Be 

Crazy.  You know, like oh, one thing you’ve seen in your 

life.  Good shit.”

Lewis:  That’s why I don’t like Mexicans.

Mena:   You assumed wrong because the people that said all these 

things in my class were actually not Mexicans.

Lewis:  What were they?

Mena:   One was Black, one was umm…

Person off camera:  Asian.

Mena:   Asian and one was….

Lewis:   Well, how about I say this – That’s why I don’t really get 

along with non-Black people.  I don’t get along with them.  I don’t 

like them.

Mena:   You don’t get along with all of them.

Camerawoman:  But Lewis! Lewis! Let me ask you a question?

Lewis:   No it’s not all of them.  I don’t, okay…It’s not that I don’t 

like them.

Mena:   I’m just begging to differ with like you’re way of saying 

is.  

Lewis:  I don’t choose to have relationships with them.

Mena:  Okay.  I mean from what experiences?

Lewis:  From plenty of experiences that I wouldn’t want to get 

into.

Camerawoman:  Can I ask you a question?  So do you think in a 

way that sort of limits you because you don’t really give 

them a chance?

Mena to camerawoman:  Why are you into it?  

Lewis:  What?

Mena:  Why are you into it still?  I told you not to talk!    Remember!?  You’re suppose to be the cameraperson. You’ve been through this before.  It’s only me and Lewis.

Lewis:  I heard stories from my mom, from my grandma of what 

happened in down south.

Mena:  From Mexicans?  I can understand from White …..

Lewis:  You know how ignorant Mexicans are.  Mexicans think 

that they….

Camerawoman:  Are White.

Lewis:  Yes, thank you, yeah…

Mena:  So do some Black people.

Lewis:  No Black people act…Black people know they are not 

White but they want to be White.  That’s what it is.

Mena:  Okay, same thing with Mexicans. ?????
Lewis:  No, Mexicans think they are white.

Mena:  No they don’t.  No they don’t.  They don’t.  They don’t.

Lewis:  No?  The ones I’ve come across have.

Mena:  Well, they’re young.  They don’t know any better.

Lewis:  You get a Mexican…You get a Spanish person that was born in Spain, they look just as white as a French person or Italian or whatever. 

Mena:  Holy shit, do I look Black to you?  Especially if I was in 

Tans (?)  

Lewis:  Yes!

Mena:  No, I wouldn’t!

Lewis:  You don’t look Black!!

Mena:  Okay, listen to me.  Okay, let’s go back to my mother ….

Lewis:  You cut that there!  

Mena:  No, let’s go back to my mother.

Lewis:  Cut that there!

1:15:07:20

Group photo with friends:

Mena’s voiceover:  I can only do so much to stand up for, you know, the Black people or the African people, and it’s crazy.  And most of the people are ignorant because they’re not around us.

1:15:19:00

On her rooftop at sunset:

They don’t know the good.  They only, you know…They only see…They only know what they see from TV and what they hear from the media.  And, of course, the media portrays us to be like the criminals, yeah, or to be ghetto, whatever.  And I just get tired of trying to prove myself to people.

1:15:40:26

Looking at the sunset:

So beautiful.  When I look at this, I just feel like I’m in another world, you know.  And when I feel like I’m in another world, I feel like I have no worries or nothing.

1:16:02:10

CINAMMON:

1:16:11:29

Card:  cinammon

1:16:16:24

In  classroom:

I don’t know.  Maybe you’ll watch this and maybe you’ll think my life is so boring.  But, I mean, it’s my life.  

1:16:22:16

In her bedroom, filming her bulletin board:

“Men, who needs them?”  I’m not saying that all men are bad.  It’s just….I guess I’ve run into a couple who’ve been less than considerate in my time.

1:16:36:16

At a pool hall:

Cinammon’s voiceover:  And it was sort of like…Well I really like this guy but he doesn’t seem to be asking me out.  And when I asked my friend why that was.  He said that they’re intimidated by me because I was too smart or I had too strong of an opinion on things.

1:16:52:27

At the beach:

It’s hard to find a good guy but it’s hard enough just trying to find a good girl.  This is the love of my life – Jennifer Lyn Corbin.  She’s so buff.

1:17:09:28

Box of letters:

In here is every letter she’s ever written to me - a lot of e-mails but also a lot of handwritten letters.  It’s fun to go back and read things and think about when we were just beginning and starting out, and all of our thoughts and all the worries and all the things we’ve overcome.  And it’s all here.  This is some of the most sacred - sacred things in my life right now are these letters.

1:17:36:06

On campus, talking to the camera:

I lied to my mom to go out on my first date with a girl.  And I came home really, really late.  I came home at like 4 in the morning.  And the next morning at breakfast she was like “Where were you?” and all this other stuff.  And like I didn’t know what to say. So then I just said “Look, okay, I went out on a date with a girl.” And her friend happened to be there at the time and he spit the coffee out all over the table.  It was like “What!!” (Imitates man spitting out coffee.)  And I was just like “Whoa, okay.”

1:18:00:27

Talking to girlfriend:

Cinnamon:  I didn’t really have that great high school experience.  

I felt …I don’t know.  I don’t know about you but like as far as like everything else went, I felt like really alone a lot of the time.  Or you think that guys are gonna be these great guys.  And like when you find out they’re really just interested in their Nintendo 64 or their Sega, it’s like really a big disappointment. So…I don’t know.  Or when they’re not as romantic as you want them to be.  Then that’s really sad.

Jennifer:   Well, luckily I never have to put up with any of that.

Cinammon:  Jen’s romantic.  Jen’s romantic.

Jennifer:   That’s ‘cuz I just want sex.  And you thought guys were 

     bad.

Cinammon:  And I thought guys were bad.

1:18:50:07

Jennifer films Cinammon:

Jennifer:  C’mon Cinammon.  Get out of the bathroom.  Oh, I see knob turning.  Look, there’s Cinammon.  Where are they?  I zoomed in on your crotch.

1:19:16:19

Filming her dragon trinket: 

Here’s the newest, little gift that my love has bestowed upon me.  She knows I absolutely adore dragons.  She’s always going out of her way to do really nice things for me.  And I guess it just kind of makes me sad when I think about all those who would have the nerve to judge our love and say that it isn’t worthy or it isn’t whole or it isn’t right, when they have no idea how considerate we are of each other.  And how much we love each other.

1:19:48:19

At the beach:

Cinammon:  Tell me, Love.  What scares you?

Jennifer:  I don’t know.  Terrified that I’m never gonna do 

anything with my life, terrified that I’m never gonna graduate college, terrified that I’m never gonna have the money to do anything, terrified of moving out.

1:20:12:06

At Jennifer’s house:

Cinammon:  What time is it?

Jennifer:  I don’t know -  9:30.

Cinammon:  I have to go. 

Jennifer:  I know.

Cinammon:  I don’t want to go.  I never want to leave you.

Jennifer:  Don’t go.  Stay.

Cinammon:  I have to go.

Jennifer:  Stay.

Cinammon:  I have to go.

Jennifer:  Stay.

1:20:46:09

WINFRED

1:21:00:09

Card:  winfred

1:21:04:24

On campus:

When I think about gay or bi-sexual people – men should be with women, but women can be with women, but I don’t think 2 men should be together.  That’s like…It’s like awkward.  It’s like bad.  It’s like ????  It seems like you have Captain Crunch over here and you have Applejacks over here and you put them all together as one.  It’s like…It’s gonna be nasty, you know.
1:21:32:25

Trying to kiss his girlfriend:

Girlfriend:  No lo prendas.  No aquí.
Winfred:  No lo prendas.  (He’s imitating her.) No lo prendas.  

    This is me trying to kiss my little girlfriend.  She’s 

     laughing.  Look she’s turning red.

1:21:43:24

In his bedroom:

Well, today I went bowling and stuff.  Well, basically I just found out I have four messages on my machine that my girlfriend said that I was conceited.  I don’t know what conceited is.  Today is my mother’s birthday.  I have to write her a card or a letter or something to inform her that I really care about her.

1:22:35:27

Card: 

Winfred’s mother sent him to live with his uncle in LA to get away from the gangs in Chicago.

1:22:41:27

Winfred says grace at the dinner table.

1:22:51:27

In his bedroom:

Sometimes my father don’t even care about me.  He gives me money but he don’t care.  I guess he’s so in love with his girlfriend than me.  That’s fucked up, you know.  I’m never gonna treat my kids like that.

1:23:23:10

Films photos and awards in his bedroom:

That’s me when I was little.  And over there is the Million Man March.  These are my awards that I won here - football trophy,  right here “Best Offensive Player, Winfred Wilson, Holy Angels.”

1:23:49:19

In his bedroom:

Once I step on the field, it’s all she wrote.  And that’s a promise.  Look into my eyes.  I don’t care if you laugh at me.  But deep down in my heart, I have a winning season.  And if anybody wants to join me, join me now.

1:24:28:19

Card:

Last year Winfred failed math and was not able to play football.

1:24:33:20

In his bedroom:

I tried my best in math. I failed math.  I tried my best.  Still didn’t pass.  Now I have to sit in the high class while I can’t play football until I get my grades up.   I know that I’m crying because each tears hurt.  

1:25:08:01

Card:

Tryouts are next week and Winfred hopes to make the team.

1:25:13:01

Having breakfast:

I guarantee you one thing.  As I look into this camera, and the camera look into my eyes, as I express myself to the whole world, you will see me on the field.  

1:25:37:16


He begins to sing “I Believe I Can Fly” then we watch him play 

football as he continues singing:

Do you believe, I believe, I believe I can fly.  I ???? at the sun when I was high, think about it every night and day.  Spread my wings and fly away.  I believe I can soar.  I see them running through that open door.  I believe I can fly. I believe I can fly.

1:26:22:02

STEPHANIE

1:26:33:29

Card:  stephanie

1:26:38:23

In her bedroom with her father, watching TV:

Father:  What a fuckin’ bitch. 

Stephanie:  Give me food.  I’m hungry. What did you bring me?

Father:  What a fuckin’ bitch. That’s all I can say. What a fuckin’ 

  bitch.  That’s all I can say.  

Father:  What a fuckin’ bitch.  What a fuckin’ bitch.  

Stephanie:  Shut up!! Man!

Father: What a fuckin bitch.  

Stephanie:  You know what, just for that I’ll just shut the stupid 

thing off.  Shut up.  There.  You get on my nerves. 

Father:  Give me the fuckin’ chicken back.  You’re gonna be that 

 fuckin’ ass dip shit?!  You gonna be that fuckin’ dip shit?!  

 You gonna be a dip shit, dip shit!  I’ll 

 be a dip shit too!!

Stephanie:  Go ahead, I’m not even hungry.  (Imitates her father) What a fuckin’ bitch.  What a fuckin’ bitch.  Dad, I mean, c’mon! It gets on your nerves after awhile!

1:27:48:04

Stephanie continues eating and watching TV.   Her father lies on the bed, 

scratching himself.

1:28:14:20

In car with her father:


Stephanie:  Hi Dad!

Father:  Hurry up! Get in the car! We’re running late!  

Stephanie:  Geez!!

Father:  You got money?

Stephanie:  No.

Father:  You expect me to buy the food?

Stephanie:  Yes.

Father:  You’re crazy.

Stephanie:  We’re leaving.  Bye. 

Stephanie:  And then I am waiting here for a train to move out of my way.  And I’m starving.  And then to top it all off, we probably would have passed the train if my father didn’t stop for 30 minutes talking to one of his friends at work.  Gosh!

Father:  Thank your father, kid.

Stephanie:  Thanks, Dad.

Father:  Thank you, Baby.

Stephanie.  He’s worse than a woman.

Father:  Thank you, Baby.

Stephanie:  Look at my dad.  My dad has been…My dad has been so like deprived of women that he has turned to like a mannequin head.  This is my father.

Father:  Yeah.  But see, but you don’t understand that this mannequin here helps me get in the carpool lane.  

Stephanie:  Dad, tell it so that everybody can see what kind of a criminal you are.

Father: When I get in the carpool lane… When I get in the carpool lane, I just put her right next to me like this.  Then everybody thinks there’s two over there, you know. 

Stephanie:  (sighs)

Father: Then every once and awhile, she turns around and talks to me.  Then I give her a kiss and stuff like this.  

Stephanie:  I’ll talk to the camera. Hi! Don’t listen to him.

Father:  And then…Yeah, this is Stephanie’s stepmother.

Stephanie:  No.

Father:  Right here.  (Holds up mannequin head.)

Stephanie:  Horrible.  My father is a pain in my behind.

1:29:36:14

Interviewing her father:





Stephanie:  This is my father.  State your name, Father.





Father:  I’ll state my name.  My name is State Dela Garza.

Stephanie:  No.

Father:  My real name, full name, is Jose Luis Dela Garza Gustavos.
Stephanie:  So, Daddy, how old are you?

Father:  How old am I?  I’m 47 years old but I feel like 25.  

Stephanie:  Yeah. Ummm.

Father: Because I’m always surrounded by younger kids.

1:30:08:16

Self-interview in her bedroom:

At the end of the 8th grade, my dad had a heart attack.  His doctors were saying that he wasn’t going to live.  But they found this surgery that helped him survive.  And…so he’s still here right now.  He’s….It’s really hard for him though.  And it’s hard for me because I don’t know when the day will come that he won’t be here.  Let’s see.  And with that, I’ve learned to make everyday special.

1:30:54:20

Interviewing her father:

Father:  You’ve been with me since 3rd grade in California – you and me. There’ve been some good times and some bad times.  But it’s always comes out to be good times, okay. At the end it would be good times.  But you’re a good daughter, a little hardheaded.  Comes from your mom’s side.  But thank God that you have never given me any trouble at all.  Just a little teen-ager stuff but that’s easily to take care of by cutting the phone, TV and some other privileges - takes care of it real quick.  

1:31:39:23

They dance in a restaurant:

Father’s voiceover:  I’ve got no regrets. And I got a lovely daughter. And she’s my little baby and always will be my baby.

1:31:59:15

LEO

1:32:09:04

Card:  leo

1:32:13:19

He just finished using the bathroom.

1:32:22:19

In the bathroom:

There’s something unique about me.  Something that everyone doesn’t have.  And the thing about me is that I have a weird, very different type of penis than everyone else does have.  My penis is very….It has it’s own mind. So, we’ll see if he wants to talk right now. The only way he’ll come out is if he sees the toilet.  So keep your eyes focused right here.  (Pats his crotch.)




Camera zooms in on his crotch and Mr. Penis emerges:

Leo:  Hey, Mr. Penis!

Mr. Penis:  Hi!

Leo:  What are you doing?

Mr. Penis:  I want to pee.

Leo: You do?  Why do you want to pee?

Mr. Penis:  Because peeing is the thing for me.  (He laughs.)

Leo:  So why don’t you pee for us, Mr. Happy Galore Guy.  He’s gonna pee for us.

Mr. Penis:  Okay.  (He pees then he notices the camera)  Who the fuck is that?!! Who the fuck is that?!! Who the fuck is that?!  Who the fuck?!!  (Mr. Penis attacks the camera.)

1:33:48:04

AMY

1:33:59:02

Card:  amy

1:34:03:17

Amy conducts the school band.

1:34:20:05

Sarah, her friend, interviews Amy:

Amy:  I’m 16 years old.  I go to John Marshall High School.  I’m in the band.  I’m drum major as Sarah said.  I’m really weird. 

Sarah:  Yeah.

Amy:  Yeah.  I’m really hyper.  

Sarah:  What’s wrong? 

Amy:  Nothing’s wrong.  I just don’t happen to think that I’m the most beautiful person in the world.

1:34:45:27

In bedroom:

Amy:  I don’t know.  I just never have thought that I was pretty or never thought that any thing good about me.  But I have begun to think more of myself lately, I think.

1:34:53:23

Films Christian:

Amy:  Hey!  This is my favorite person - Christian.  Say “Hi!” Christian.

Christian:  Hi Amy!

1:34:59:22

Amy & Christian in his patio:

Amy:  Christian’s like the hottest man alive.

Christian:  Yeah, not true but...

Amy:  He is.  He’s so gorgeous.  Christian’s very hot.  I think he’s the most gorgeous person.  And it’s not just ‘cuz you’re cute because I mean really, you’re not.  I’m just kidding, just kidding.  It’s because you’re really a good person.  You’re so hilarious and I love watching you play the saxophone.  I love it.  And I love the fact that I’m drum major now because I used to watch you when I played the flute.  It was hard to do because I had to lean over my shoulder.  But now that I’m drum major, I can just sit there and watch you play.

1:35:31:02


Christian:  I don’t know.  Sometimes…  It’s not annoying but I’m 

concerned. 

Amy:  About?

Christian:  When, I don’t know. When you make fun of yourself so much.

Amy:  Amy, you really are ugly!

Christian:  But umm….Yeah, it’s true.  But you do it a lot.

Amy:  I do it to make you laugh, you know.  Then you laugh and you think I’m funny.  And then yeah!  Then we get married.

(Christian is silent.)

1:35:57:25

In bedroom:

Christian wrote like really nice stuff in my yearbook. Like the first time he ever said, told me that I was pretty or….  He even said beautiful in my yearbook.  First time he ever told me I was beautiful or that he liked me. Or that he made me…that I made him laugh.  That I made him want to be like me.

1:36:17:23

Amy and Christian in his patio:

Christian:  Why are you doing that with your legs? 

Amy:  Oooh!

Christian:  You’re scaring me.

Amy:  Basic instinct. 

Christian:  Stop it.

Amy:  Why?

1:36:26:18

In her bedroom:

We don’t do traditional boyfriend-girlfriend things, like make-out every five seconds.  I mean, a kiss on the lips, a peck, is the extent for me and Christian and that is totally fine with me.  I don’t want anything more because we’re really happy.  I don’t think either one of us wants that passion, that raw teen-age (grunts), you know, that everyone else wants.  We just want each other.

1:36:52:03

Amy & Christian in his bedroom:

Christian:  So, Amy, question of the day – how many times have you masturbated?

Amy:  Never!!  I never!

Christian:  I cannot believe that!

Amy:  I swear to God!

Christian:  I can’t believe you.

Amy:  Okay, okay, look.  Honestly, honestly, if I ask you, you’ll tell me the truth.

Christian:  No.

Amy:  That is so not fair.  You do, huh?  

Christian:  No, I don’t. 

Amy:  You obviously do.

Christian: I don’t.

Amy:  You do.

Christian:  Well maybe I have….

Amy:  Really?

 Christian:  But I don’t.  

Amy:  High five!

Christian:  No.  But you have to admit that you do.

Amy:  I never have.

Christian:  Or that you have.

Amy:  Never.  In my life, never. You have, really?

Christian:  Shut up.

Amy:  Do you do it like on a regular basis?

Christian:  I said I don’t do it, I have.

Amy:  Like how many times did you do it?

Christian:  I can’t remember.  I don’t want to talk about it.  Let’s move on.  This is about you, not about me.

Amy:  C’mon.  When?

Christian:  No.  I don’t want to talk…

Amy:  When did you do it?

Christian:  The camera has to be off.

Amy:  Where did you do it?

Christian:  Turn the camera off.

Amy:  Will you tell me if the camera is off?

Christian:  No.

Amy:  Go turn it off.  Pull the plug! Pull the plug!

Christian pulls the plug.

1:37:43:24

Amy & Christian in his bedroom:

Christian:  Anyway…

Amy:  So are we happy right now?

Christian:  Yes, we are.

Amy:  Very happy?  Are you happy?

Christian:  Yes, I am.

Amy:  If I wasn’t here and someone else was asking you if you were as happy as you could be in our relationship, what would you say?

Christian:  What?

Amy:  If I wasn’t here and someone else was asking you if you were as happy as you could be in our relationship, what would you say?

Christian:  I would say yes.  

Amy:  Yes?  

Christian: We are as happy.

Amy:  Yes, you are?

Christian: Yes.

Amy: You are?

Christian:  Uh huh.

Amy:  Seriously?

Christian: Uh huh. 

Amy:  Seriously?

Christian: Uh huh. 

Amy: Okay.

1:38:08:01

Amy & Christian in his bedroom:

Christian:  We love each other very much.

Amy:  This much.  Like more than the world.  At least I love Christian more than the world.

Christian:  And I love Amy more than she loves me.

Amy:  Really?

Christian:  Yes.

Amy:  I don’t think that’s possible.  

Christian:  Yes.

Amy:  Okay.  Okay.  I guess we should say goodbye. 

Christian:  Okay.

Amy:  (She whispers)  I’ll give  you a kiss me on the cheek. (She kisses Christian.) Okay.  

Christian:  Okay.





Amy:  Bye.

1:38:27:03

VICTOR

1:38:34:27

Card:  victor

1:38:39:12

Victor sings in Spanish on the sidewalk.

1:38:49:26

A friend drops him off at school:

Fucked up school, huh?  Where everybody hates me.  Okay, Vic.  See you, Fool.  Gracias, Vic.

1:39:03:26

Victor sings in a classroom.

1:39:19:08

Teacher interviews Victor:

Teacher:  Tell me a little bit about the song.  What does it mean?

Victor:  It’s about this…It’s like a whole but…like a trip, like a trip. Like… I don’t know.  There’s this one kid who’s running.  And then he gets tired of flying.  And then that’s when he turns into a butterfly.  And then the butterfly…It’s like…She umm, keeps flying and then when she’s resting she turns into sound.  She turns into the sound.  And then the sound can only be written by a composer that can only be expressed by the hand of a child who’s playing the written piece, I guess.  I don’t know.  Something like that.

Teacher:  And what inspired you to write that?

Victor:  Like the writing of like the symphonies, I guess.

1:40:12:18

Writing music on campus:

Victor’s voiceover:  I have like dreams of symphonies - just music no imagery, just black… music.  Sometimes it’s chorals or voices or like singing and everything.  And I’m like - What the hell?  Where is all this coming from?  You know.  Sometimes it scares me but I just know that it’s the universe, you know, like speaking through me, I guess, with music.

1:40:36:10

Singing in his bedroom:

Subtitles:  It’s been a week since I’ve been trying to see the stars.


      I blame it on the clouds above.


      I could only die for a cause.

      But I would never die for a country.

1:41:22:14

Films the posters in his bedroom:

These are the people of the wall - Ché Guevara.  And we have Salvador Cayetano Carpio, one of the great warriors of El Salvador.  And we have a great influence in my music, Yolocamba I Ta, that means La Rebellion De La Sambra, which means The Planting of Rebellion.     

1:41:49:08

In his bedroom:

They always kill the prophets.  The prophets are always killed.  I hope I’m not killed.  I don’t want to get killed.  But I’m not saying I’m a prophet either.  Well, why not?  I am.  We all are.  

1:42:13:19

ETHAN

1:42:26:16

Card:  ethan

1:42:31:01

In the media center classroom:

Hi! This is what I look like.  Because there’s no one behind the camera, so therefore I’m standing right here.  I’m Ethan Adagio.

1:42:47:07

His friends:

Ethan:  These are all my friends.  This is Vanessa.  This is Natalie.  And this is Lizeth.  And what is your name?

Katrina:  Katrina.

Ethan:  Katrina. That’s right. I keep forgetting.  

1:43:04:13

Classmates interview him:

Rosemary:  Hi Ethan!

Ethan:  Hi!  Ask me a few questions.

Rosemary:  All right.

Ethan:  About my life.

Rosemary:  All right.

Ethan:  Like where was I born.

Rosemary:  Oh, no, no.  We don’t need to know that.

Ethan:  Or when was I born or something like that.

Girl:  When was your first kiss?

Ethan:  Ah…My first…Well, I threw a kiss once.

Rosemary:  And what did that girl do?

Ethan:  At a girl.

Rosemary:  What did she do?

Girl: What happened?  What did she do?

Ethan:  She threw a kiss back. 

Rosemary:  Did it have a punch?

Girl:  How old were you?

Girl:  With your hand?

Ethan:  It was in 1995.

Rosemary:  How did you throw it?

Ethan:  Like that.  (He demonstrates.)

Girl:  Like that.

Rosemary:  Oh, a blow kiss. 

Girl:  Just with a your hand, right?

Rosemary:  How about a tongue-to-tongue kind of thing?  How about a French?

Guy:  Blow what?  What kind of blow?

1:43:51:21

Films girls in class:

Ethan:  Hi, Gloria.

(Gloria blows him kiss.)

Ethan:  Thank you.  Thank you very much for kissing me.

Gloria:  Don’t spread that around.  Keep it between….

Ethan:  Thank you very much for kissing me.

(Girls laugh.)

1:44:08:02

Films his posters in his bedroom:

This right here is my favorite wall.  The one with the pictures, not the …pictures of the girls.  

1:44:23:21

In his bedroom:

As you saw I got a lot of girls up on my board.  I got Catherine Zeta Jones.  I got Kate Winslet.  I got Claire Danes.  I got two pictures of Kate Winslet actually.

1:44:39:00

In classroom:

Mother’s voiceover:  So they patched him and about six weeks he went from being legally blind to like 20/30 vision to a normal person.

1:44:48:29

In his bedroom:

Mother: But then he had developed being so shy and so withdrawn because he couldn’t see anything or see anybody that he had to go into Special Ed. just to learn to relate.

1:45:01:07

Mother interviews him:

Ethan:  Every time, it’s like ….Every time a girl asks me out on a date, I still get a little shy.  Still I’m afraid.

Mother:  Ethan, you’re not gonna get much sympathy because most guys would just wish a girl would ask them out on a date.

Ethan:  I wish that too. But for some reason, I get shy and sensitive and I’m trying to overcome that.

Mother:  When did you lose your virginity?

Ethan:  What exactly is virginity?

Mother:  Oh, God.  Never mind.  Ethan, you do know that, don’t you?

Ethan:  I’ve heard of the word.

Father:  Well, Ethan, if you have never had sex, you are a virgin.

Ethan:  I am a virgin.

Mother:  Oh, Ethan.

Father:  This comes as no surprise to me.

Mother:  This is not something you want.

1:45:54:02

In his patio:

Let me tell you a real fun story.  I was covering a story for Campus News about bicycle safety. 

1:46:00:09

Reporting for Campus News:

My partner and I heard my name called on the outside PA near the attendance office.   Then I wondered why my name was called.  So I asked a person and they asked me if I would accept my nomination as homecoming prince.  

1:46:14:03

In his patio:

Ethan:  So, I wasn’t really quite sure what homecoming was, so I asked around.  Finally I found out.  (Takes a bite out of his sandwich.)

Mom:  Where’s the camera?

Ethan:  Oh, she’s gonna put my crown on. 

Mom: Junior Prince.  This is the crown they gave him.

Ethan:  Yeah.

Mom:  Looks ridiculous.  However….

Ethan:  Looks completely ridiculous on me but…

Mom:  However, it was fun.

1:46:44:20

Homecoming footage of Ethan:

Ethan’s voiceover:  I’ll tell you how I feel about the homecoming situation.  

1:46:51:27

In his patio:

I feel as though people liked me.  They really did. I think I realize that now. I realize that people like me.  Because how can somebody vote for me and still not like me.  They probably couldn’t.

1:47:14:22

LISA & ALAN

1:47:23:19

Card:  lisa & alan

1:47:28:14

In Alan’s bedroom:

Alan:  (holding a banana)  Okay.  Not too many girls now a days know how to suck dick.  And that kind of sucks but in a bad way.  Because it’s like they bite your dick and that’s not cool.

(Lisa demonstrates.)

Alan:  They think they can deep throat your dick.

Lisa:  They could what?

Alan:  They think they can deep throat your dick and then they end up trying to throw up on it. And that’s not cool.

Lisa:  Has that ever happened?

Alan:  (Nods yes.)

Lisa:  Are you serious?!

Alan:  Okay.  Lisa now is going to perform oral phylatio. 

Lisa:  Na ah.

Alan:  You’re gonna….See, this is one to one.  This is the hands-on thing.

(Alan puts a condom on the banana.)

Lisa:  Is it flavored at least?

Alan:  Oh, my…

Lisa:  I’ve never even seen a dick.

Alan:  No…wait.

(Lisa can’t stop laughing.)

Lisa: Okay.

Alan: Okay.

Lisa:  I’m sucking your dick, Alan.

Alan:  Wait…wait…wait

(Alan stands up with the banana as his penis.)

Alan:  Okay, go.

Lisa:  Tell me what to do.  

Alan:  Okay, open your mouth.  Okay, okay.

Lisa:  Watch your mom come in. 

Alan: Okay, open your mouth.

Lisa:  Watch your mom come in.

Alan:  No, she won’t. Hey Mom! Okay, go, go.  Open your mouth. Okay, Lisa, open your mouth! Open your mouth. Open your mouth, c’mon.

Lisa:  Do it again!

Alan:  Okay.  Open your mouth.  Okay, go.  Open your mouth.  Open your mouth!!

(They both laugh hysterically.)

Lisa:  Okay, you do it to me.  (She takes the banana.)

Alan:  No, dude! 

Lisa: Just show me.

Alan: No! No! C’mon. No, dude!

Lisa:  Alan!  

Alan:  What if I’m famous?  

Lisa:  Alan! Alan!

Alan: You guys better destroy this tape.

Lisa:  Is it even recording?

Alan:  I don’t know.

Lisa:  Watch it.

Alan:  Go check. Go check.

Lisa:  And what you’re suppose to do after using this: knot it up.  (Lisa demonstrates.)

Alan:  And stick it back in there.

Lisa: See.

1:49:51:01

SILVA

1:50:01:16

Card:  silva

1:50:06:01

In classroom:

Okay, Armenians are divided.  They’re divided because during the genocide, they separated and

1:50:11:29

Montage of Armenians:

Silva’s voiceover:  there’s Armenians from Armenia, Armenians from Persia and Armenians from Beirut.  They all speak with different slangs and different accents.  They’re all Armenian and they end up killing each other.  And if one doesn’t like how the other thinks, the other is not Armenian anymore.  

1:50:29:19

In classroom:

And the other is a disgrace toward the race so they must be removed.

1:50:33:15

Silva putting on make-up:

Silva’s voiceover:  My mom is telling me that she would want me to go out and end up marrying an Armenian.  

1:50:42:21

At home:

All day long I see Asians.  All day long I see Hispanics.  All day long I don’t see Armenians.  How can you have me be a traditional Armenian person if I’m not exposed to it? And I try to explain to her area I live there are hundreds of different types of people of different origins.  And she cannot force me to think the way she does because she grew up in an Armenian society because she grew up in Armenia.

1:51:33:12

In car with her cousin, Angela:

Silva:  In our town, Hollywood, and the town we’re going to right now, Glendale, Latinos and Armenians are shooting each other.  The gangs started it at first, right.  And then some innocent kid got killed.  And now everybody’s getting killed.  And that kid…Well, this Armenian was fighting with this Latino kid, right, and then another Latino kid came to break them up and the Armenian stabbed that kid.  And that kid was not in the fight.  He was innocent.  So since he got killed and he was 17, 17 Armenian innocent people are suppose to die.  Nobody is spreading this.

Silva:  It’s like, the US should cut down on its immigration.  And they have so many people just coming over from Mexico.  And I don’t want to sound…… 

Angela:  Racist or anything….

Silva:  …..mean or racist or anything. No I don’t.  But I mean if you truthfully look at it, they come here and they do nothing, you know.  And they’re like those little people in the little towns, the poverty towns.  They create the poverty towns.  They don’t learn English.  They create….Like there’s so many billboards in big areas where like they’re not even in English, you know.  Every street name is in Spanish – Bella Vista.

Angela:  Because California used to be Spanish.  

Silva:  Okay…Here all people….

Angela:  Yeah, till this day…No, till this day there are people that 

   say “This is ours,” Spanish people that say “This is ours.”

Silva:  Look, they’re swimming.  Border-hopper kids.

Angela:  You wanna go?

Silva:  Anyway, yeah, that’s what they do.

Angela:  Listen, you want to go swim?

Silva:  No, it’s okay.

1:53:19:04

At home:

I’ve never really been my mom’s favorite.  You know, it’s like she’s always been…she’s always been disappointed in me.  And no matter how hard I try, it never was right for her.  I had to do everything she said.  And I never could have, you know, my own way about anything or my own opinion. 

I think a mother to a daughter is very important.  I’ve always been there for her.  And I’ve always tried to be there for her.  She’d have so many problems.  And every time she had a problem, I was the one she would turn to.

There came a point in my mother’s life where she didn’t want to continue.  She was a zombie.  She didn’t eat.  She didn’t talk.  She didn’t move.  I would come home, I would wash the dishes, do the laundry, clean the house, make sure the kids did their homework.  I was like their mother, their sister, a student, while I took care of the bills, the paperwork.  I had to fill them out.  I had to, you know, “Here, Mom, c’mon, sign it.  You can do it.  Sign it.” You know.  It was like that for weeks.  

Anyway, we got her out of that stage.  She was in her pissed stage, pissed-every-moment stage.   What does she do for a living?  She annoys me for a living.

If I look nice when I’m going somewhere, she has to look even more nice when she’s going somewhere.  If everybody praises me, everybody has to praise her even more.

Sometimes I find her acting like a kid.  I think she wants her childhood back or something.  I don’t know.  But it’s no reason for me not to let me have one.  

1:55:13:03

In her bedroom:

Mother:  What!  Hi!

Silva:  Hi, Mom!  

Mother:  How are you?

Silva: This is my mom.

Mother: Hi! (She then speaks Armenian.)

Silva: She bought something for my new baby cousin.

Mother: See. (She holds up baby clothes.)

1:55:39:27


FERNANDO

1:55:50:05


Card:  fernando

1:55:54:20

In his bedroom:

He thinks I’m fucking eating her pussy out, which is so hilarious because pussy to me is disgusting.  No offense to women.  But, don’t touch that shit, you know.

1:56:08:14

In car with friends:

Luis:  Gaydar isn’t a vibe.  Gaydar is just like you like the guy, okay.

Eddie:  What does gaydar mean?  That you could spot a gay guy?

Fernando & Jennifer:  No!!

Luis:  Oh, is that a fag over there?

Fernando:  Not that you can spot it but like you get this feeling.

Jennifer:  Vibe.

Fernando:  This vibe.

Luis:  Oh, come on!

Eddie:  Shut up.  You got a vibe and you thought I was gay. 

Fernando:  No.  But just because your look. But I didn’t get the gaydar vibe.   And I never said “Oh yeah,  my gaydar’s going off – Eddie, Eddie.” You know.  And if I had said that…if I had said that, it’s because I’m fucking around, you know - Oh my gaydar, you know, and I point to Eddie.

Luis:  That’s funny, Fool.

Eddie: What if I tell you to try something with a girl.  Taste pussy.  Taste it.

Fernando: (cringes)  Oh!  I don’t know.  Oh!

Eddie:  Why not? Why?

Fernando:  Because it’s nasty. 

Eddie:  Taste it.

Luis:  Have you ever tasted it before?

Fernando:  No.  I don’t want to.

Luis:  Then you don’t know.

Eddie:  Oh, see, exactly like a guy.  See…what if you tried pussy, then you’re gonna be straight?  Personally, personally, let’s just set the record.  I’m straight and I love, I love me some pussy.

1:56:58:09

Walking in the neighborhood:

Fernando:  I’m filming my first time.  I’m unviginizing my mouth from Mary Jane in front of the camera. Here it goes.  

Cameraperson:  Make sure it’s burning.

Fernando:  (He coughs.)  It burns.

Cameraperson: It’s suppose to, Bitch.  You got a hit.  Keep it in, Bitch, keep it in.

Fernando:  But it burns because the….  It was hot.

1:57:32:09

In his bedroom:

They told me that I should do marijuana.  But umm…I didn’t… I mean….It wasn’t like…. whatevers….I mean it fuckin’ hurt my throat because I guess like the smoke or whatever was real hot.  So like it burned my throat.  I didn’t feel like…. ‘Cuz he told me that I should do it because, you know, to feel like him – relax.  But I didn’t feel relax.  I felt the same, you know.  And that’s why like from now for sure, but that’s why I’ve chosen not to do drugs.

1:58:04:03

Walking to a restaurant:

Luis:  We got two thieves in this crowd – a straight thief and a gay thief.

Eddie:  I can jack anything I get my hands on.  And I love to steal virginity.

Fernando:  And unlike Eddie, I jack off anything I get my hands on.

1:58:24:05

In the restaurant:

Luis:  See, you’re gay and you know you’re gay.  And then like I can talk to you about all this stupid shit that I just really…. I wouldn’t…. Yeah, I don’t know and I wouldn’t ask any other gay guy.

Eddie to Fernando:  All right, seriously, you like my buddy here, huh?  Seriously, no. Seriously, c’mon.

Fernando:  No.  Okay, yeah, I like him because he’s cool, you know.  But like him like “ Oh, man, you know, I wonder what it would be like to kiss him,” Like that, no.  Just like you. You think that that’s how I think about Eddie.  But no, I don’t.

Eddie:  Fernando, c’mon, you know you like me, seriously?

Fernando: No, you’re not my type, Eddie.  You don’t know my type.  Okay, to tell you the truth….

Eddie:  Fernando, c’mon, now.  (interrupting Fernando) 

Fernando:  To tell you the truth….

Eddie:  For reals, Fernando, for reals.

Fernando:  To tell you the truth….

Eddie:  The truth, Fernando, c’mon.  

Fernando:  To tell you the truth….

Eddie:  Fernando, Fernando, c’mon.  

Fernando:  Ssssh!!  Hello!  What am I saying! To tell you the truth, I go for white guys.

Eddie:  Ahh. You know what.  I like light-skinned girls.

Luis:  I love light-skinned girls.

Eddie:  Like the dark is cute and all but light-skinned girls, it’s just like…. shiver.  Shiver me timbers.  I don’t know.  I just get….

Fernando: ‘Cuz me, I don’t do Black and I don’t do Asian.

Luis: How do you not love women?

Fernando: Oh, I can love them but like looking at a girl, I could only get a hard on if I just imagine the guy that would probably fuck her.

Luis:  Oh, God!  Sicko, man.  That’s wrong.

Eddie:  How many guys you’ve been with?

Fernando: (Holds up 1 finger.)

Eddie:  One guy?

Fernando:  Yeah.

Eddie:  Sexually?

Fernando: Sexually.  Well, actually two, but one actually penetrated.  The other guy I just gave him head and he gave me head.

Eddie:  Do you toss salad?  You don’t eat ass?  You don’t eat ass?  

Fernando:  No.

Eddie:  Ass is the shit.  I love ass.  No, no joke, seriously.  That is fucking good. It’s almost as good as pussy.  But it’s good.  Like it depends on the girl.  Like if it’s a light-skinned girl and you see that…. That’s good.  Ass is good.  It’s just…. Ass is good.

Eddie: Luis, it’s obvious, right?

Fernando:  Knowing, knowing…

Luis:  It’s obvious you want him.  I swear you want him. You want him.

Fernando: Knowing that you’re straight, even knowing that, I wouldn’t fuck you.  Even though I like guys that are that act straight.  You act too gay.  You act to gay for me.  No offense.

Eddie: That’s hilarious.  Baby, you don’t mind if I kiss this fool?    Para que se quede callado.  I’m gonna give him what he wants.

Jennifer:  No.

Eddie:  You don’t mind?

Jennifer: No, don’t do it.

Fernando: Jennifer, you’re suppose to be my friend.

Eddie:  Come over, Fool.

Jennifer:  No.

Eddie:  Prove it.

Fernando: No tongue.

Eddie:  Hell, no!

(They are about to kiss but Eddie pulls away at the last minute.)

Fernando:  See!  I knew it. 

Eddie:  You were, Fool!

Fernando:  What?

Eddie:  You were gonna….

Fernando:  No. I knew it.

Eddie: You were, don’t lie. If I wouldn’t have stopped you….

Fernando: Ha ha, funny.

Eddie:  That’s hilarious.

2:01:13:20

Shot of a candle then opening the yearbook:

Fernando’s voiceover:  I found out that one of my close friends….He’s…He has HIV.  He’s HIV positive. And some people have said that, you know, he was asking for it.  And in a way he was because he was just a little male whore.  He would have like unprotected sex with like all these different people.

2:01:32:06

In his bedroom:

And he made it seem like it was no big deal. Like when a woman finds out she’s pregnant, you know, it’s, you know, natural she wants to share the news. She wants to tell all her friends “Oh guess what?  I’m pregnant.”  Well, this was his pregnancy.  He just basically went around and told everyone  “Oh, guess what?  I have AIDS.  Oh, guess what?  I have AIDS.  Be happy.”  Like if that’s what he wanted.  But he spreads the news like if he’s pregnant and it’s the happiest thing of his life or whatever and I just don’t see it.

2:02:07:13

Flipping through the yearbook:

There I am.  God, I look so gay.

2:02:21:21

JESSE

2:02:28:01

Card:  jesse

2:02:32:16

At home:

Cameraperson:  You don’t like medicine?

Jesse: Whenever I have a headache, I just, you know, swallow seven Tylenol, five Advils and two aspirins.  I’m good.  Whoa!

2:02:44:16

For Rent – Sorry No Vacancy sign:

That really doesn’t make any sense.

2:02:50:10

Free Dirt and Barrels sign:

What a fucking generous people, man.  Nothing like giving free dirt away to everybody.

2:02:56:10

Graffiti Against the Law sign:

Graffiti Against the Law.  (Shows the graffiti next to the sign.)

2:03:01:26

Walking in the city:

Cameraperson:  Oh, you know what, let me stop it.

Jesse:  Who’s got the time?

Cameraperson: Oh, it’s in my pocket.  Let me check.  The time….Okay…

Third person:  It’s 9. It’s 9.

Cameraperson:  9:10. 9:10.

Jesse:  It’s 9 o’clock, Fag.

Cameraperson:  You shouldn’t use that word, Fag.

Jesse:  I use Fag, Jew, Nigger, whatever the fuck I want.

2:03:13:05

In front of a store with its security gate down:

Jesse’s voiceover:  People always think I’m racist because I like to use the terms as Niggers, Jews, Nips, Beaners, Immigrants, you know, Aliens, whatever.  But, you know, that’s just the way I am. I mean I got nothing against Niggers.  I have a lot of friends that are Black.  One of my good friends is Jewish, Noah.  Can’t say I’m really close to him, but, you know, we’re cool.

2:03:36:04

In car, films road ahead:  

I mean that totally frustrates me, you know.  But I lost all of my childhood taking care of my fuckin’ mom. Piss me off so much.  I wrote…. I was real small.  If I understand anything, I used to hide all the beer cans and beer paraphernalia I could find, you know.  And then when my Dad got home – “Why is she wasted?”  “I don’t know, Dad.” All that fighting we ever had used to be because of her drinking.  One time my parents were having a very body physical confrontation.  All I could remember is having to tell my friends to leave.  I was, like what, 7.  And I’m like “Dude, you guys gotta leave.”  And then when I looked, they were looking through the window, seeing my mom being tackled down to the floor. You know how embarrassing that is?  You know how much that fucked me over?  God, man.  

2:04:22:19

In his mother’s bedroom:

That’s my mom, wasted and everything.   All wasted.  

2:04:37:01

In front of his house:

I mean, sometimes I can always understand why my mom drinks or what not, you know.  Because I’ve gone through all that shit before, you know. My parents know but they don’t believe me or that they don’t want to believe it.  I spent about three or four years drinking, smoking weed, snorting coke, speed, crank, crystal myth, mushrooms, acid, crack.  Codeine I did a couple of times.  Almost tried heroine one time but the fucking needle scared the fuck out of me.  So I’ve just kept away from that. 

2:05:14:20

In his living room:

Jesse’s voiceover: Sometimes, the only thing that brings me, you know, some peace is my guitar, music, my bass.  Now a days, I’m just trying to get the fuck out of my house.

2:05:27:17

Walking in the city:

Jesse:  Joey, look what I found!

Joey:  Look! He found some Jamba Juice.

Jesse:  No, man, it’s Ice Blended.

Friend:  From where?

Joey:  From where? He just found it right now.

Friend:  It sucks if you drink that.

Joey:  He’s drinking it!  Look!  This guy…. He’s drinking it.  Oh, my God.

Friend:  Goddamn!

Jesse:  Ah, no more.

2:05:43:29

Card: 

Jesse eats discarded food he finds on the street as a political 

gesture.

2:05:50:06

Helping Dennis out:

Jesse:  Hey, what’s your name, man?

Dennis:  Dennis.

Jesse:  What?

Friend: Dennis what?

Dennis:  Smith.

Friend:  Dennis Smith, okay.

Jesse:  How old are you, man?

Dennis:  Eleven.

Jesse:  How much are they paying you to do this?

Dennis:  $2.50 on each sale we do.

Jesse: How many sales do you do a day though?

Dennis:  Like five or six.

Jesse:  Ah, c’mon!

Dennis:  Seriously, seriously.

Friend:  You gotta tell every white person you know “C’mon, man.  Buy me some.”

Jesse:  Yeah, because white people are morons.  If you lie to them, you get a lot of money.

Jesse:  Hey look, try it on this guy.  (He approaches a White couple.) Can I ask you guys a question? 

Man:  Sure.

Jesse:  Will you guys help out a kid that gets ripped off by a big corporate company?  I’m serious.

Man:  I don’t know about that.

Jesse:  See, this company right here, they give this kid like $.50 a box for every chocolate he sells.  I’m serious.  You guys got to buy him a box.

(Woman buys some candy from Dennis.)

Jesse: See, this is the nice people in LA, man.  Hook up with kids.

Woman: Here you go.  Keep $2.00.  Use it wisely.  That’s the point, okay.

Jesse:  All right, cool.  Thanks.  Bye.  Have fun. 

Woman:  Thank you.

Jesse:  See, that’s how you do it, man.  Cool.  Later, Dennis, have fun.

2:06:56:06

In front of his house:

I’m gonna take some law classes because I want to go into civil lawyering.  I’m very politically active.  I’m president of MELCHU, The United Movement of Latino Chicano Students.  Also, I’m in the American Civil Liberty Union, ACLU, the October 22nd Coalition, Californians for Justice.  

2:07:17:18

Free Clinic:

Jesse’s voiceover:  You know, we do a lot of community service.





Subtitle:  Jesse volunteering at the free clinic.

Jesse:  Can you cover your left eye.

Asian woman: Okay.

Jesse:  If you want, you can use this.

Asian woman: Oh yeah.  (Then reads eye exam board.)  CFCTOZLPEETECFDED R?

2:07:53:09

Card: 

Several months after Jesse had the camera, his mother stopped 

           drinking.

2:08:01:22

SHANNON

2:08:14:23

Card:  shannon

2:08:19:08

At home:

Shannon:  Damn, you know what’s funny is that like I have guy hormones, Dude.  It’s like I want sex just as much as a guy right now.  It’s like…. Fuck, I wish I could have sex. Sex is addicting.  Sex is very fucking addicting. And you know what really pisses me off?   Is that when guys fuck around, and when they, you know, mess around with girls, a whole bunch of girls, they’re considered players. But when girls do that, how come we’re considered sluts?  I say fuck that.  I’m a player. I’m not a player. I just fuck a lot.

Friend:  You’re a pimp.

Shannon:  I’m a pimp.

Friend:  Booty call.

(Shannon dances.)

2:08:59:08

In front of a friend’s house:

And so basically I was diagnosed with Turret’s Syndrome in my 9th grade year so I was probably 14 or 15 years old.  And I was going in for my basketball physical.  And my mom was talking to the doctor that I flinched my eyes a lot and I’m really, really hyper.  And she started getting in. She had a personal talk with my father.  And it turns out, my father, he had Turret’s Syndrome, and my older brother had Turret’s Syndrome.  And they just, you know…. They basically figured that I had Turret’s Syndrome. They looked at my chromosomes or whatever and I did have Turret’s.

2:09:32:17

Tagging a wall:

Shannon:  I have to catch this.  Ah man, I already fuckin’ killed it.

Friend 1:  It takes many hours of practice to be a master tagger.  You guys think we just come out of the street and just do it.

Shannon:  Yeah, that’s what I’m saying.

Friend 2:  It’s like being a Jedi and a princess.  You got to work to be there.

Friend 1:  You know what I’m saying?  The better you are, the more props you get.

Shannon:  See, this shit. This like takes away stress.  Fucking pigs and shit think that it’s just, you know, trash writing on the walls.  But you know, this shows that this is where we were at, you know.  This shows that fucking…. I don’t know.  To me it just takes out a lot of fucking stress and shit. You can just get up.  You can look at yourself later on and say that was me.  I did that.

2:10:14:07

Her neighborhood:

Like people ask me what my ethnicity is.  If I were to say like Puerto-Rican and Irish, they’d trip and they’d be like, you know, “Puerto-Rican and Irish?”  But where I come from, which is New York, it’s like out there it’s common.  I don’t know.  Puerto-Rican and Irish just sounds wrong, doesn’t it? 

2:10:30:25

Films alien poster in her room:

My ex-boyfriend wrote right here “To Shannon, if I were to picture you as an alien, this is how my eyes would see it – beautiful.”  And he put beautiful in quotes.  He puts “I love you.”  And there’s like a beautiful alien.

2:10:49:12

Hanging out with friends:

Shannon: I mean I don’t know what Shelby’s fetish is.  My fetish – I like stomachs.  And…. I don’t want to get into the other one. 

Shelby:  Mine’s collarbones.  

Shannon:  And hers is collarbones.

Friend:  Collarbones are fucking winter.

Shannon:  I love collarbones. 

Shelby:  Oh yeah, I love kissing them.

Shannon:  I like kissing stomachs.  And little happy trails….  They have to have happy trails.

Shelby:  Oh, stomachs!  They have to have a nice stomach.

Shannon:  But like…. I don’t like it – like a six-pack, six-pack, you know.  I like it with like just the right amount of chub. 

Friend:  With flub.

Shannon:  Yeah, with flub.  Just the right amount of flub.  And I like nipples.

2:11:14:15

In her bedroom:

Her friend caresses her stomach. 

2:11:25:08

In front of her friend’s house:

Shannon:  So then they changed my medication to Dexedrine, which is basically a form of speed.  And that’s supposed to just like drug me out totally.  And I’ll sit there in class.  And it’s supposed to help me out and all that. But….

Friend’s mother: Help you to focus, I think.

Shannon: Yeah, help me focus in class. 

Friend’s mother:  Calm you down, so that you won’t be so active because you love to move. 

Shannon: Yeah, exactly.

Friend’s mother:  Your mind goes a million miles a minute.

Shannon:  Uh huh.

2:11:49:07

At home:

Until somebody messes with me, this is what I believe in.  (Holds up a t-shirt with the peace sign.)  But when somebody passes that fucking line, that’s when I kick their fucking ass, whether it be a 300 pound man or a 20 pound…. fish.

2:12:03:25

At school:

Shannon:  Well, I’m gonna go confront some guy they call White Chocolate and some big fat….

Friend:  White Chocolate?  I thought his name was Colors?

Shannon:  No.  Colors. That‘s what fat Lauren calls him.  But Javier and all them just told me his name is White Chocolate.  I said “How come?”  And they say cuz he tries to act Black.

Friend:  Fat ass white guy.

Shannon:  That’s true.  Yeah, he’s like your brother.  White Chocolate and shit. 

Friend:  Oh, my God!

Shannon:  Basically I’m gonna confront him! Basically I’m gonna confront him because he was saying that he was with me.  I already tried to stay away from him.  And now he’s saying shit about me.

2:12:32:16

Confronting White Chocolate on campus:

(Shannon tries to hit White Chocolate.)

White Chocolate:  George said it. George said it. You can ask him? You can ask him?

Shannon’s friend:  Why in the hell did you tell that stupid jerk?

White Chocolate:  I didn’t say that shit.  George told me that he told her.

Shannon’s friend:  No. Still you have no right to spread it around.  You should’ve asked me first.  

White Chocolate:  Well, go tell George.

Shannon’s friend:  You should’ve asked me first or you should’ve at least asked Jeremy.

White Chocolate:  Well, tell George. 

Shannon’s friend:  You’re lucky she didn’t kick your ass.

2:12:56:02

In front of friends house:

I do a lot of illegal things, you know, by smoking pot and doing all that, going against my parents in that way.  So basically when I…. So in school, I know I gotta get my shit together because that’s the main thing. I should be….you know.  So this way, I could fuck around when I’m older but with money, you know.  I’ll be able to like have my own mansion and like smoke pot all I want in there, you know.  I’m kind of exaggerating there.  But as long as I do good in school, the rest of my life could be running good no matter if I’m smoking pot or not, you know.  

2:13:33:08

MANUEL

2:13:47:13

Card:  manuel

2:13:51:28

Academic Decathlon Competition:





Subtitles:  Academic Decathlon Finals – a statewide academic 

                 competition

Manuel’s voiceover:  Here’s my one basic truth.  The majority of people in this world are stupid.  It’s true.  I don’t care what most people think because people are just stupid.

2:14:20:05

In his bedroom:

That’s one of the things about me.  I tend to not care about most people’s opinions.  That’s why I can do things that I want.  Do them my way.

2:14:33:18

At the beach:

Friend:  What do you want to be, Manny?  Historian?

Manuel:  Not a historian?  Historian…Being a historian is boring.  No.  I want to be a history teacher.

2:14:41:16

In class:

Friend:  Mr. Ramirez, I tried really, really hard.  I just can’t get this.

Manuel:  Oh, that’s okay.  You’re just gonna fail…. in life, Loser.

Friend:  But my mommy says if I try hard, I can do anything that I want to do.

Manuel:  That’s because your mom’s a failure too.

2:15:01:06

Lunch in the Decathlon room:

Kimler:  Hey Sui, where do you hang out now during lunch….

Manuel:  Sui, where do you hang out?  Where do you go?

Sui:  I don’t know.

Kimler:  You don’t know?

Sui:  I think I stay at Chase and sometimes I walk around.

Kimler:  No, no, no.  Before Decathlon, where did you used to hang out?

Sui:  Oh, I used to hang out in the art room with my friends.  But then you know what happened? 

Manuel:  They graduated.

Sui:  No.  When I saw my friends they stopped talking to me.

Kimler:  The reason they’re not talking to her is because she’s an artistic sellout.

Sui:  What’s that?

Kimler:  Rather than be creative with the rest of your little beatnik, pocket friends, you decided to become intelligent.

Sui:  Well, Manny, what did you give up for the thing?

Manuel:  What did I give up?  

Kimler:  No, no, no.  He’s going to go into this speech.

Manuel: Okay, well I gave up Campus News.

Kimler:  Oh, God.  That’s not even a price.

Manuel:  I gave up all of my friends.  I’m serious.  I mean…

Kimler:  Like they were that great in the first place.

Manuel:  Hold on, hold on.  I know that, I know that.  

Thomas:  You had Tim.

Manuel:  Yeah…But look.  What are you filming?  Look, I gave up all of my B Track friends.  I gave up micra.  I gave up rehearsal.  I gave up all those losers that are beneath me.  Like I gave up all my friends.  But look, I made new ones.  I made new ones.

2:16:02:12

Playing video games with his friends:

Dan:  So who’s your perfect girl?

Manuel:  Okay, let me tell you this.  My perfect chick will be smart, but not smarter than I am.  Because I won’t be able to handle that. Too damn insecure about that. 

Brandon:  Because you’re a pussy.

Manuel:  Yes, I am.

Manuel:  She can’t be short although all of my girlfriends have been short.  But you know, they’re not my dream chicks.  

Dan:  Yeah.

Manuel:  Race doesn’t matter.  

Brandon:  You have an Asian fetish, Bitch.

Manuel:  I could fall in love with a ….with a freakin’ a…. I could fall in love with a….Armenian.

2:16:43:14

Walking home:

Manuel:  I mean except for Lisa, I haven’t liked any smart girls.  I’ve like average and below-average girls but nobody really spectacular, except for Lisa.

Kimler:  She’s spectacular, eh?

Manuel:  She’s great.  She’s great except that she has this thing for Black guys…. 

Kimler:  You’re still left on that loop.

Manuel:  She has this thing for Black guys and as you can tell, I’m not very Black.

2:17:05:14

In his bedroom:

By the Continental’s Banquet, which my sister and I are both going to.  And that is when I hope to make my move on this girl, Lisa Jacobs, who is so like pretty and smart and funny and…. She’s just…. She’s great.

2:17:23:15

At the Continental’s Banquet:

Manuel and Lisa are slow dancing.

2:17:32:07

At the Continental’s Banquet:

Brandon:  I think you’re gonna have to be romantic to get Lisa though, you know.  Not like, you know, “Hey, I like you” kind of shit.

Kimler:  Don’t like anyone.

Manuel:  Okay, listen up, America.  Here’s Kimler on love.

Kimler:  Don’t like anyone.

Manuel:  Why?

Brandon:  I like someone.  I’m having fun.

Brandon:  So now what?

Manuel:  I’m waiting till she’s alone.  And then I’m just going to tell her how I feel.  I’m not gonna ask her like to be my girlfriend or any of that shit.  Because that’s just…It’s just too much for one night.  And a…

2:18:20:03

Manuel approaches Lisa at the Continental’s Banquet:

Manuel’s voiceover:  Today I talked to Lisa.  It turns out, no, she doesn’t feel the same way that I feel about her.  She likes some other guy and…

2:18:34:10

Sleeping over at Brandon’s house:

Manuel:  So, I’ll get over her quick.  I’ll get over her quicker than if I hadn’t.

Brandon:  That’s true.

Manuel:  And I mean, it’s not like I’m going to see her much after I graduate.  So that will help.

Brandon:  Oh, you never know.

2:18:54:12

Playing video games:

Kimler:  Oh no.  It’s two against one.

Manuel:  They’re slaves.

Kimler:  Oh never mind.  As long as you guys never work together, I’m cool.  No!  

02:19:05:20

  In his bedroom:

The friends that I have this year are the people that I’m going to remember for the rest of my life.  Like there’s Kimler (shot of Kimler falling down the stairs) who is my best friend.  He’s a junior now, which really sucks for me because I’m a senior.  I’m graduating and I’m going to go to college.  And he’s still gonna be in Decathlon, you know, going through his senior stuff and I’m not gonna be there with him.  That gets me.  That gets to me sometimes.  In fact most of my friends this year are juniors. (Shot of Manuel and his friends at the beach.)  And a…it’s just really hard.  It’s gonna be really hard saying bye to them.  And I graduate in a month.   And oh, that’s just gonna be.…I’ve been telling people that in the last week of school they’re just going to see me crying because I’m going to be leaving all these friends that are just….I mean, I’ll never tell them this, but I really do love them.  They’re great.

2:20:15:16

PROM

2:20:26:01

Card:  prom

2:20:30:16

At Winfred’s house:

Winfred:  (modeling his tux)  Prom to G.  If I got….

2:20:52:14

Exterior of Universal Sheraton:




Classic blue car pulls in.  Guy with a tux and green hair steps out.  Then long SUV limo drives in.

2:21:08:19

Inside the ballroom:

Fernando walks in with his date, Jennifer.

Royal court dances.

2:21:16:13


Amy:  (Sitting at her table with Christian.) Look at the back of my 

hair.  Look.

Cameraman:  Wow, pretty.  So that’s what you had done after the SAT’s?

Amy:  Right after the SAT’s.  

(Amy kisses Christian on the cheek.)

2:21:30:20


Guy 1:  She’s a little peasant girl.

Girl 1:  I’m a little peasant girl in a porno.

Guy 1:  In a medieval porno.

Girl 1:  In a medieval porno.

Cameraman:  Is your corset tight enough?

Girl 1:  No, not tight enough.  It still needs to pop out some more.

 2:21:42:09


Cinammon:  This is me.   And this is the lovely corsage my date 

got me, my lovely girlfriend Jennifer.  I’ll go call her over here.  This is my dress and my hair.

Cinammon:  (motioning to Jennifer to come over)  I made her get a zoot suit.   She didn’t want to do it but I made her do it.

Cameraman:  Wow!

Cinammon:  Look, doesn’t she look great!  She looks great.  




2:22:09:26


Winfred:  That’s a girl.  That’s a girl, ain’t it?

Cameraman:  No, duh?

2:22:15:12                               Cinammon:  So here we are and we’re going to enjoy prom.  We 

came together.  So if you’re gay, you can go to your prom.

Jennifer:  That’s right.

Cinammon:  It’s all right.  Bring your date.  Be proud.

Jennifer:  Even if you both look feminine or you both look…. 

Cinammon:  Masculine.

Jennifer:  You both look like guys.  It’s all right.

Cinammon:  Yeah. Do it.

2:22:33:15                              Several shots of students dancing, among them is Winfred.

2:22:46:14                              Suzana:  Well, my date refuses to dance with me.  I am hanging 

with the teachers.  How cool is that.  And a…

2:22:55:09

At the bar:

Cinammon:  We’re here again.  It’s so hot.  We’ve been like dancing for how long? 

Jennifer:  I don’t know.  

Cinammon:  I don’t know, a long time.  

Jennifer:  A couple of hours.

Cinammon:  Yeah.  It’s been a while. Almost two hours. You’re up for a sip?  Oh boy.

2:23:09:27

In prom photo room:

Cameraman: So what are your plans after prom?

Girl 1:  Sex, sex and a lot of sex.

Cameraman:  So does Javi know about this?

(Javi raises his arms in victory.)

2:23:23:01

GRADUATION

2:23:34:20

Card:  graduation

2:23:39:05


Backstage before the graduation ceremony begins.  

2:23:54:05                              Rosemary:  I didn’t think I would make it and I did.  How’s that.

2:23:58:28


Amy:  Hi!!  Christian’s graduating.  And I’m very, very proud of 

him.

2:24:03:22


Tim:  Ready?  (Holds up sign – “Ladies I’m single.”)

2:24:11:01

Valedictorian Speech:

Suzana:  Good morning, parents, teachers and classmates.  It’s a great honor to stand here before you representing the class of 2000.  It’s hard to sum up high school in just a few minutes.  But certainly a few lessons and experiences deserve to be mentioned before we say farewell to Marshall forever.  High school was definitely not like the movies.  But it was a time of self- discovery and growth.  Not only did we learn about ourselves here at Marshall, we also learned a lot about how the world works.  We all dealt with the monster bureaucracy at one point in our lives.  The administration enforced a million self-defeating rules at the cost of the overall success of the students.  Instead of finding solutions and facilitating our goals, they discourage independent study and forbid us from studying in the library during open periods.  

Graduates react.

Suzana:  Only a few fortunate ones are in the grace of the administration and had their doors open for them.  This favoritism is unfair. But then again nothing is fair.  Get used to it.

Graduates react.

Suzana:  Unfortunately we will never stop coming up against these kinds of obstacles in our lives.  But there is absolutely no reason why any of us should get used to it, not while we have knowledge and a vision.  Congratulations, Class of 2000!  And see you….

Graduates cheer.





GOODBYES

2:26:06:25


Amy:  It’s been swell.  It’s been real fun.

2:26:10:21


Guy:  Shit!!  (Light fixture he just repaired falls on camera.)

2:26:17:19


Winfred:  (singing)  I believe I can fly!

2:26:19:26


Ethan:  I just want to say thank you for letting me have this 

opportunity.

2:26:25:24


Father:  What a fuckin’ bitch!

Stephanie:  The language!

2:26:31:05


Tim and friend wrestle.

Announcer: Oooh, backfire!

2:26:34:18


Leo:  Fuckin’ hear me?!  I’m talking to you!

2:26:37:15


Manuel deep throats a corn dog.  Friends laugh.

2:26:46:10


Mena:  Wow, I’m so used to this camera.  I’m gonna miss it.

2:26:50:19


Leo:  And I think this is the last day you guys will ever see me.

2:26:53:22


Fernando:  You know, I want to say goodbye to the class of 2000, 

all my friends.

2:26:58:17


Amy:  Peace out.  Over and out.  Keep it real.

2:27:02:25


Guy:  And that is a wrap, people. 

Girl:  That’s a wrap.

Guy:  It’s over.

Mena:  Wait! Wait! Wait!  Everyone kiss, right here.

(Guy kisses Mena on the cheek.)

Mena:  Thank you.

Guy:  It’s over.  It’s over.

2:27:14:18


Card:  

85% of Marshall’s Class of 2000 have gone on to  institutions of higher education.

2:27:23:18
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Worldtree Productions (BMI)
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2:29:05:21


Card: 

Special thanks to John Marshall High School and all of the 

students who videotaped their lives.

2:29:14:04


Cinammon:  What have I learned from Chain Camera?

Silva:  Don’t talk about guys’ penis size.  If you challenge them and tell them their penis is small, they’ll show it to you.

2:29:26:22


Card:  

Copyright (2001 Chain Camera Productions, Inc.  

All Rights Reserved.  First publication of this motion

picture (sound recording and film) under British Law: 

United States of America 2001.

2:29:31:26 -


Card:  

2:29:36:25



This has been a presentation of Cinemax Reel Life.

