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Manreen Sullivin is a sex surrogate in

Los Angeles who agreed o al-
low Kirby Dick to lilm twa ol
hoer cases. Johm, 45, had been
marnied for 20 years when his
wile lelt him because he was
sexually inadeguate, and Kip-
poer, 25, finds it impossible (o
initiate physical  relationships
wilh winmen.

Sullivan looks o bt like Tyne
Ihidey, e diark ome on Cagney
ad Lacey, ol she appears o
b exceptional al ber exceplion
il prodession, ot Private Prae-
tiees: The Story of a Sex Surro-
e vasily has the depth o
trnseend menes voayearism. The
Il Tollows Sullivan to sessions
will b owen pesychiadeist, s il
records a tremendously reveal-
pgs conbrontatwm with her o
holie Gather, 1 ligure,” Says
Maureen with astounding can-
o, “Uhat iy b, il 1 practice i
el I cateb ong, o 1 think
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She certainly does know how to make
luve, Dealing with the warped and wound-
ed un referral from conventivnal thera-
pists, she opens her home (o her clients
and teaches them a variety of lechnigues
to overcome a variely of problems,
{There was much tittering during the
Muontreal screening, much of it uncom-
[ortable — as Muaureen says, “We're all in
the same boal."")

Kipper learns (o like his body and to
appreciate the bodies of women; at the
vutset of his therapy, he tells Maurcen he
finds female sex organs “a turn on, but
kind of gross.” He belicves his [eeling Lo
be universal among males, bul she count-
ers with, I think people who have their
sex act together find genitals very appeal-
ing.” Kipper also laments the presence of
the camera but is philosuphical: 1 real-
ized that's the price | paid for petling
such a pood deal. '

John, whose ex-wile appears in the film

wo state that, while it is true her husband
was sexually inadequate, his major fail-
ing in her eyes was that he was “a slob,”
couses  Maurcen consternation. e re-
minds her of her father, and she linds his
anpouncement of love for her o be gall-
ing. “*le brings out the bitch in me,"" she
confides to Juhn's regular therapist, Even
his two Valley Girl teenage daughters

(this is a trés California film) arrive to
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critlcize Dad’s interest in younger wom-
en, **He’s out looking lor a more energetic
lady, but they aren't looking lor him,"" one
of them laughs.

Maureen works through! her aversion to
Jolin and teaches him with inlinite pa-
tience how to control his tendency toward
premature climax. “My timing record is
Johnny Carson's monologue,” he reporls,
deadpan. Maureen suggests he turn ofl
the television sel. [

A posiscript to  Private Practices,
which despite its subject is discreet
enough 1o be screened even in Ontario,
lets us know that Kipper is doing okay,
that Juhn is doing better than that, and
that Maureen has found a boy friend and
cut back on the number of clients. Like
Elizabeth in a different context in a differ-
ent country, she's paid her dues,






