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ATTORNEY

Will you state your name for the record please?

DENNIS

Dennis Gray

TITLE CARD

Deposition of former priest Dennis Gray
TITLE CARD

Toledo, Ohio

ATTORNEY

Where were you born?

DENNIS

Toledo, Ohio

ATTORNEY

What year?

DENNIS

’48

ATTORNEY

And, uh, where did you attend school?

DENNIS

Saint Charles grade school, Central Catholic High School.

ATTORNEY

And, uh, what did you do after graduating from high school?

DENNIS

I went into seminary, Saint Gregory in Cincinnati.

ATTORNEY

Why did you decide to go into the seminary?

DENNIS

Well, I decided that it was a good life if I was a priest.

OPENING CREDITS

MAIN TITLE

TWIST OF FAITH

TITLE CARD

Tony Comes

Toledo Firefighter

TONY

All right, see that, we just got back from a fire.  It was fun.  Little attic fire.  It wasn’t much but filled with smoke.  

TONY

This is the infamous fire hole.  Every little kid’s dream.

FIREFIGHTER OS

Tony?

TONY

Yeah?

FIREFIGHTER

Fire safety.   Time to go.

TONY

Anyhow, time to go.  

TONY

Do any of you guys know what monsters look like?

TITLE CARD

Fire Fighter Presentation.

KID

They’re slimy.

TONY

Are they slimy?  Are they really big?

KID

They have ten thousand eyes.

TONY

A lot of eyes.  They have blinking stuff on them.  But what I want to show you is that what you might think a monster looks like is an awful lot what a fireman looks like when he comes in your house at night.  Okay, more or less like a monster?

KIDS

No!  

KID

If you put the neck on.

TONY

What about now?

KIDS

Now.  No!  Yes!

TONY

What about now?  Look.  Am I a monster?

KIDS

No!

TONY

This is me coming into my neighborhood.  Everyday.  Everyday for the last six months.  That’s a real nice park.  One of the big things that attracted us to the neighborhood.  Right in there.  There’s a walking trail, public grade schools way back in there.  It’s like living in the forest.

TITLE CARD

Wendy Comes

Tony’s Wife

TONY

Hi honey.  Your hair looks great.

WENDY

Oh, thanks.

TITLE CARD

Mitchel & Samantha

Tony’s Children – Ages 4 & 9

TONY

Okay Mitch.  Hey Sam, why don’t you guys go into the family room.  What makes it all worth it, right there.

MITCHEL

Hey Daddy, I can do somersaults.

TONY

You can?

MITCHEL

Yeah, watch.

TONY

Alright.  Salt of the earth.

WENDY

Mitchel?  

MITCHEL

What?

WENDY

You got to go to bed.

TONY

Remember that secret you were gonna tell mommy?

MITCHEL

Oh.  Okay

WENDY

Here Mitchel.

TONY

Go.  Go fast, she won’t even see you.

ATTORNEY

Tell me about Tony Comes.  

DENNIS

Just a friend.
TITLE CARD

Tony -

Age 14

ATTORNEY

A good friend?

DENNIS

No, he was a friend.

ATTORNEY

And, uh, how did you know Tony?

DENNIS

Just from school.

ATTORNEY

What school?

DENNIS

Central.

ATTORNEY

As a student?

DENNIS

Correct.  And as a fireman.

ATTORNEY

You knew him when he was a child, right?

DENNIS

Teenager.

ATTORNEY
And, uh, you ever take him out to the cottage?

DENNIS

He would come up there a few times.  He usually would drive himself.

ATTORNEY

And what kind of relationship did you have with Tony?

DENNIS
More of a counselor.

TONY

He got us out of a lot of trouble.  He got me out of a lot of trouble.  If you were late for class, you would go to his office.  You did a lot of fun shit.   I mean, he took you to the racetrack, he took you to the, he took me out to eat.  I mean, in a family of seven kids we didn’t go out to eat much. McDonald’s was a big fuckin’ deal at our house.  And he’d pick on you.  His constant comment to me was, “Comes, you’re the only person I know that would fuck up a wet dream.”   And at the time it was ha ha funny.  Now, it’s, okay he mentions wet dream.  And he said it all the time.  Was this part of some conditioning process?  You know?  I mean it screws with you to the point where you wonder, how much was I manipulated and at what point did I graduate to the, “Okay, now it’s appropriate to fuckin’ try something with this kid”?

ATTORNEY

Did the church ever provide you or any of the Catholic schools at which you taught, any guidelines as to what conduct was considered to be inappropriate with a minor?

DENNIS

No.

ATTORNEY
Did they ever advise you as to when, if at all, child abuse should be reported?

DENNIS

No.

ATTORNEY

Did they ever advise you when, if at all, sexual contact with a minor should be reported or to whom?  

DENNIS

Nope.

TONY

The place I was first molested is the directory of Saint Joe’s.  And every day I got to go to my psychologist’s office, I gotta drive by this place.  An invitation to Denny Gray’s cottage was, uh, that was where it was at.  You could smoke, you could drink.  Fuckin’ rake a pile leaves twelve foot high, dump a half a can of gas on it and light it, and nobody gives a shit.  It was fuckin’ cool.  And then once I started getting abused, for one reason or another, I convinced myself that that was still a better option.  Which I don’t quite get.

ATTORNEY

Did you ever put your penis in the mouths of any students when you were at Central Catholic?

DENNIS’ ATTORNEY

Objection.  Fifth Amendment. Do not answer.

ATTORNEY

Did you ever put the penises of any of your students in your mouth …

DENNIS’ ATTORNEY
Objection.  

ATTORNEY

While you were at Central Catholic?

DENNIS ATTORNEY

Same objection. Do not answer.

ATTORNEY

Did you ever put your penis in the anus of any of your students while you were at Central Catholic?

DENNIS ATTORNEY

Continuing objection.  Continuing objection.  Do not answer.

TONY

If you could imagine laying there as still as can be.  Just, I was asleep, and then as I came to, I was like, “whoop.”  Realize what was happening and just kept my eyes closed and waited for it to be done.  And by done I mean done.  It’s like there’s a siren going off in your head that, “this is not happening, this is not happening, this is not happening, this is not happening.”  Yet, the reality that it is happening and you’re trying to figure out why and what the hell do I do.  And being so confounded that you do nothing.  That you just fucking freeze.  And then the shame after, or now at twenty or, you know, thirty-three years old.  That I didn’t sit up and just fucking punch him square in the face.  You know?

TONY

You’re still feeling yucky?

MITCHEL

Uh huh.

TONY

Your teeth hurt?

MITCHEL

Yes.

TONY
Yeah?  So what do I need to ask grandma?

MITCHEL

Um.  To check my teeth. 

TONY

Check your teeth for what?

MITCHEL

To make, to see if it’s better.

TONY

To see if it’ll get better? 

MITCHEL

Yeah.

TONY

What do you think is wrong?

MITCHEL

When I was sleeping it started hurting.

TONY

When you were sleeping it started hurting?

MITCHEL

Yeah.

TONY

Does the cold water make it hurt more?  Open your mouth.  Okay.  Is there blood on my hand?  Breathe.  Can you breathe?  Breathe.  Take a sip.

WENDY

One of the reasons that I fell in love with Tony um…sorry, I’m not exactly centered.  One of the reasons that I fell in love with Tony was because he really did wear his heart on his sleeve.  And unlike a lot of men, he was very comfortable sharing his feelings about me, about life.  Which was the complete opposite of me.  By the time we had gotten married, I had found out that Tony had been abused.  And it was the first moment that I had heard Dennis Gray’s name, and I never knew, sorry, I’m trying not to cry.  I never knew how deeply that name would be ingrained in our lives forever.  Tony and I had bought a new house and I remember we had been here a couple days and I was out shopping for some things for the house.  And my cell phone rang.  And it was Tony.  And he said, “You’re not going to believe who lives five houses down from us.”  And I said, “Who?”   He said, “Dennis Gray.”  It was a horrible summer.

MITCHEL

Daddy!  Dad.  I can.  Oh yeah, I could.  I gotta watch out.   Oh yeah.  Daddy!

WENDY

Because of the situation, we had to tell our daughter what had happened to Tony.  

TONY

What’s going on?  You think something’s up?  You know when mom and dad tell you to cross your legs when you sit down, don’t let other people see your underwear, your privates are your privates, and if somebody ever touches you there or whatever, tell a big person.  Well, a long time ago, when daddy was a little bit older than you are, somebody did that to daddy.  To me.  And today, the person who hurt daddy a long time ago, daddy saw that person and they live on this street.  And right now I don’t know what that’s gonna mean.  But what I want to tell you is that daddy’s gonna be okay.  But I need to tell you, so you understand, because you’re big enough to understand now, that I don’t want you to hate this person, because I hate him enough for me, and hating somebody is not a good thing.  But I also don’t want you talking to this person, ever.  If you fall down and scrape your knee on your bike, and this person comes up to help you, you tell him to get away.  

WENDY


Do you understand what daddy just told you?

TONY

Do you understand what I told you?

WENDY

I want to make sure that you understand what he’s telling you.

TONY 

Listen, this man, touched me on my penis.  

WENDY

A long time ago.  A long time ago, when he was little.

TONY

A long, long time ago.

WENDY

But it still hurts.  

TONY

But it still hurts.  It doesn’t hurt like I pinch you hurt, it hurts in here, it hurts.  Okay?  

WENDY

And we didn’t know that this man lived down on this the street until today.

TONY

And we didn’t know he lived down on this street when we moved in this house.  I didn’t know it till today.  Because if I did, we wouldn’t live here.

TONY

There’s where the monster lives.  

ATTORNEY

How would you decide which students to invite to Crystal Lake?

DENNIS

There was no pattern.

ATTORNEY

Did you have any specific parameters?

DENNIS

No.

ATTORNEY

Any rules or guidelines that you would follow?

DENNIS

No.  No.

ATTORNEY

Did you have any rules for the students that were visiting with you at Crystal Lake?

DENNIS

Just act like gentlemen.

ATTORNEY

Did you have any rules that prohibited them from drinking?

DENNIS

Yes, I told them you cannot, cannot drink.

ATTORNEY

Pardon?

DENNIS

I always told them, don’t you know, if I go to bed, you know, you watch games or T.V. or something, but don’t touch the beer or booze.  

ATTORNEY

Was there beer or booze in the cottage?

DENNIS

I always had a bottle of scotch or some beer.

TONY

This is the first time I’ve been back in, since the last time I was up here in high school.  It’s been a hell of a long time.  There’s like the same sheets and everything.  Jesus.  What happened at the cottage stayed at the cottage.  That was the general rule.  I’d like to burn this fucking place down, if I could.  We’d come up here and drink, eat, shoot pool.  The part where it gets weird is Sunday morning, wake up and some guy’s sucking your dick.  A fucking half hour later you take a shower, and a half hour after that everybody who’s up here, sometimes families included, are sitting around in the living room up there and Denny’s sitting there saying mass.  Because it was Sunday.  So here this guy just got done violating you and now he’s going “Body of Christ, Body of Christ.” It was fucked up beyond the point that you would…it was too screwed up to question.  His bedroom was twenty feet right inside that door.  I was just laying there and wishing it would stop and wishing it wasn’t happening and knowing that it was.  I was a fucking little kid.  A kid and I needed some help.  I’m done with this fucking place.

TONY

You know, no pill, no psychiatrist is ever gonna completely take it away.  You see something, you hear something or do something, and all of a sudden, you’re thinking about the worst fucking thing that ever happened in your life.  And even at my most intimate times with my wife, not a stitch of clothes on, somehow or another Denny Gray either sprints or walks slowly through my head.  And that I, so yeah, it’s affected it in that respect in that I don’t think I’ve ever had sex with somebody that somehow or another the issue didn’t flash or play on slow play.

WENDY

Once I knew what happened, I noticed myself trying very hard to make sure that I was doing things to, so he knew this is me.  This is Wendy, your wife.  You know, I have nails so I would, you know, scrape his stomach, or something where it would, I just I don’t know, maybe he wasn’t even thinking about it, I don’t know.  Or maybe it was for my own benefit, just so to get my mind someplace else.  But, just so he would not, neither of us would slip in there.  But while I was doing that I had all this stuff going through my mind, which sucked. So unfortunately it now, and I think I said that a few times when we were talking and on my tape, this wasn’t just now eating away at Tony’s mind, it was eating away at my mind.

TONY

The first time I went to potty train my boy, the fact that it came into my head for a second, what do I do if this kid gets an erection cause I’m trying to teach him how to aim, which is natural for a dad to do.  That I was uncomfortable, and I was uncomfortable because of what happened to me.  That it invaded or stuck its fucking hand into one more part of my life.  And a part of my life that it shouldn’t of had to.

TITLE CARD

Sandy Comes

Tony’s Mother

SANDY

So when Tony got out of the navy, he’d been home for probably six months and he told me that he had been abused by Dennis Gray.  He didn’t ask that I do anything.  He asked me to tell his father, which I did.

INTERVIEWER

How did his father react to it?

SANDY

It was a long time ago.  Um, “Oh no.  What does Tony want to do?  Does Tony want me to talk to him?  What should we do?”  I guess on his part and my part, a lot of soul searching as to what we would do as parents.  I remember John said to me, “What does Tony want to do?”  I said, “ I don’t want to do anything.  I don’t believe.”  He said, “Does he want me to talk to him?”  And I said, “I think you should let him come to you.”  So it just sort of got locked away.  Like the skeleton in the closet.  His siblings were aware of it.  I told them.  And nothing was ever done about it.  And then when the whole thing started in Boston, Tony lost it.  

NBC ANNOUNCER

Where news comes first.  NBC 24 News at six.  Starts now.

NBC REPORTER

The scandal has ripped through the Catholic church in Boston, St. Louis and now Toledo.  With allegations that priests sexually abused young parishioners.  And today, Toledo’s bishop issued a letter to parishioners telling them, “If you were abused by a member of the clergy or another church employee and have never reported it, you should come forward.”

WENDY

I remember when Tony came to me the first time and said, “I think that I need to talk to the bishop.  I think that I need to tell somebody what happened to me, somebody in the church.”  When he told me that, I was scared to death.  I was scared because not only would he have to go through this, but I would have to go through this with him.

TITLE CARD

In June 2002, Tony met with Bishop Hoffman of Toledo to report his abuse.

TITLE CARD

The Bishop assured Tony that there were no other sex abuse allegations against Dennis Gray.

NBC REPORTER

Six men claim Dennis Gray, a former Toledo priest, molested them during the 1980’s.  All of the men were students at Central Catholic High School, where Gray taught religion.  Gray left the priesthood in 1987 and has worked in the Toledo public school system for twelve years.  And he’s currently a dean at Rogers High School.  But Gray was put on administrative leave on Monday and district officials say they didn’t know about the accusations despite Toledo’s Catholic Diocese record stating back to 1995 that state Gray admitted to child abuse.  

ATTORNEY

Did you know Matt Simon?

DENNIS

Yes, I did.  

ATTORNEY

And how did you become acquainted with Matthew?  

DENNIS

In my class.  Basically, he’d stop in my office.

ATTORNEY

Your office at Central Catholic?

DENNIS

Mmm hmm.

ATTORNEY

Yes?

DENNIS

Yes.  

TITLE CARD

Matthew Simon

Tony’s classmate

First abused at age 14

MATTHEW

Um, I meet Dennis Gray, basically the first day of school.  I’m in his religion class.  I don’t know if somebody talked to him and told him my situation, but said, “I understand you have some issues going on at home.” And he goes, “ I’ll take care of you, don’t worry.

TITLE CARD

John Doe

First abused at age 12

JOHN DOE

He came to our school, he was recruiting altar boys.  And I kind of hung back at the time, and he did whatever he could to make you feel wanted, welcomed, special.  

TITLE CARD

Dennis O’Loughlin

Tony’s classmate

First abused at age 14

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

He came over to our house in a black shirt with his collar.  Sat down and had a couple of drinks with my mom and dad was talking to him.  And I was asked if I would like to go with him.  Like a weekend vacation to go fishing, you know, do some water sports, do some swimming, meet some other kids my age, you know and try to give me a set of friends that were heading in the right direction instead of running around with the guys that I was who were getting in trouble.

MATTHEW

He invited me to come up to the lake house.  His family was up there, every, you know, friends of his were up there.  So it was a very family atmosphere, very much what I’m used to.

JOHN DOE

I went with a friend, and we all went up together and I thought it was the greatest thing in the world.  We went sledding.  

MATTHEW

There was a pool table, there was a huge deck, a huge fireplace.  It was just all the things that were just kind of fun and everybody was gathered around and it was, it was just a good camaraderie.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

All of the sudden it became more of a party atmosphere.  Where you could look forward to going up there and having fun.  We could go and we could play pool and drink some beers.  We could act like adults, which is what every teenager wants to be.  

JOHN DOE

The real alarms went off the next trip we took to the cottage.  I got really drunk.  Apparently I tried to go out into the snow naked.

MATTHEW

When I was up there the second time, he had like a day bed and then a double bed in his bedroom.  And he said, “Matthew, you can sleep in the daybed in here.”  And I was like, “My gosh, I’m sleeping in his room.  That’s pretty... ,” I thought, “Wow, that’s pretty nice.”

JOHN DOE

Make a long story short, I woke up the next morning and I‘m laying in bed naked with Dennis, and you know, and you don’t remember what happened the night before.

MATTHEW

That was probably the first abuse that took place was then.  You just wake up and he’s fondling you and you know, you’re not, I think you’re not sure, you know what’s exactly happening because also a lot of the times, you had been drinking before you had gone to bed or you know, he made sure, he’d fix you drinks.  I mean, you’d get these Rum and Cokes.  I mean that was…anything that was sweet.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

By then, I didn’t know which way was right, which way was wrong.  Here’s a man who is supposed to be helping me, protecting me, how could he be doing this to me?

MATTHEW

He’d grab your arms and you’d be thrown down and you’re gonna get it whether you wanted it or… I mean, you had no choice in the matter, basically.   You know, it wasn’t “Oh Matthew, what would you like,” or you know, “How does this feel,” or you know, “Are you okay?”  You know.  It was a rape.

JOHN DOE

We had oral sex, um, yeah this is very difficult, um, we tried anal sex, one time.  A lot of the times he would just lay on top of me and hump until he orgasmed or came, or whatever.

MATTHEW

At the time, I, here I’m going to tell you this, I had thoughts about guys, I mean I had had thoughts about guys.  Um, and I thought, my god, maybe this is it, maybe this is what this really is, maybe this is being gay.  I even had conversations with him about that with.  And we went to meet with a priest so that I could talk about my feelings and they told me, “It was completely normal, not to worry.”  I mean this was the kind of things he would do for you, and you just go, god he really does cares about me.

JOHN DOE

I didn’t really know that there were any other, others, until after Dennis moved to Toledo.  I mean, then I knew for sure that I wasn’t just sharing time with him that I would, where we would go out or whatever, I mean I was sharing… and I felt betrayed like well, how many people does he love besides me, that love that he talked about.  How many.  You know, I don’t, in an adolescent mind trying to rank them, am I still at the top?

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

It’s very hard.  Um, there’s a lot of guilt, a lot of shame, and a whole lot of embarrassment.

JEFF

I represent survivors of abuse across the country.

TITLE CARD

Jeff Anderson

Minneapolis Attorney

JEFF

And I’ve been trying these cases in the court of public opinion and in the courtroom for twenty years.  And I am sad to say that the bishop here and the officials of this diocese have operated above the law.

JEFF

How are you doing, my man?  

TONY

It’s good to see you.

JEFF

It’s good to see you.

TONY

How are you?  

JEFF

Tony, you know, we’ve talked a little bit about what we want to achieve here and the way it happened in Chicago and the way it happened in part in Cleveland, is that I said, you show us that you are willing to go to the table on all of these non-economic things.  Prevention, healing, outreach, the whole thing.  And that’s what we’re gonna do with this diocese.

TONY

So, this isn’t about money.  It’s about everything else first.  They’re gonna say they’re sorry to me, to my mother, and everybody else that I ask them to say their sorry to.  My family, my parish.  I’m willing to compromise on an awful lot of things.  I’m not willing to compromise on anymore lies or anymore secrets.  There’s going to be no more loopholes that they can use whether it be amendment rights, statutes, they’re gonna respond like every other rational thinking, moral adult.  It’s important.

JEFF

Let’s go get them.

CATHERINE HOOLAHAN

It’s important to us too.

TONY

It’ s important that they admit that they’re wrong.

JEFF

Here’s the first one.

NBC REPORTER

The first of six new lawsuits filed against the diocese.  Six allegations of sexual abuse by a former Toledo priest.  

JEFF

He is a predator.  He is a pedophile.  He is a criminal

NBC REPORTER

Six more allegations that the diocese looked the other way.

JEFF

The diocese in Toledo like the dioceses across this country have really operated in secrecy.  And there’s been little and no disclosure and they have become the big part of the problem.

TITLE CARD

In September 2002, Tony filed his lawsuit as a John Doe to remain anonymous.

TITLE CARD

In December 2002, he put his own name on the lawsuit and contacted the media.  

TONY

The point I’m at now, they’ve lied so many times and no matter how I try and play along, I end up feeling like I’m getting fucked again.  And now what’s gonna make it right is shit’s gonna come to a head and it’s gonna get published in The Blade and at least I’m gonna know that I did everything in my power and didn’t give up.

TITLE CARD

Mike Sallah

Investigative Reporter – Toledo Blade

MIKE
I think the church here was trying to put on a front.  We’ll be transparent with you, we’ll help you in any way that we can.  But it was like pulling teeth.  It really was.  

TITLE CARD

David Yonke

Religion Editor – Toledo Blade

MIKE

We asked them, we put in a formal request for records.  Can we look at the archives of the diocese, the subsecretal records, if you will.  Can we look at what you’ve, your personel files of these priests. And we were getting nowhere.

DAVID

They didn’t volunteer anything.

MIKE

No.  They have a very large, very powerful law firm representing them.  These lawyers have been quietly settling cases for years. This is a large diocese.  It’s nineteen counties.  It’s 8200 square miles. And these guys have been crisscrossing northwest Ohio, quietly settling cases, silencing victims for years.

TONY

What’s on your mind?  

WENDY

I’m very anxious.

TONY

Cause of the article coming out?

WENDY

Yeah.

TONY

So what’s going to happen tomorrow?

SAMANTHA

You’re going to go in the newspaper.

TONY

Mmm hmm. And what do you think about that?

SAMANTHA

I’m kind of scared.

TONY

And you know what?  I’m scared too.  

SAMANTHA

I know.

TONY

Okay.  Sweet dreams.

MIKE

Tony, what’s that medal you got there?

TONY

Uh, it’s  a Saint Florines medal.  A patron saint of fireman.

TITLE  CARD

Mike Sallah & David Yonke

Toledo Blade

TONY

I used to wear a cross and I kind of took it off lately.  So.

MIKE

Could you go back a little bit to how the bishop wasn’t honest with you?

TONY

I got in contact with the Diocese because I wanted an apology from the bishop to my mother , and to my wife.  I asked that he apologize to my wife for the various disruptions in our marriage due to my, whether it be depression or anger or however it came out.  He apologized to all three of us.  He said it with more sincerity than anyone I had ever heard.  Then my mother asked him…

SANDY

I asked the bishop, I said, “Bishop Hoffman, are you aware of any other allegations against Dennis Gray regarding young people.”  And his response to me was, “Not to my knowledge.”

WENDY

We asked him three times.

TONY

He said it with more sincerity than anyone I had ever heard.  I believed that based on who he was, his position and what he represented to the church that he was telling me the truth. 

NBC REPORTER

Anthony Comes was unable to fight back tears while telling his story.  Comes claims he was molested by his former priest and later lied to by the highest leader in the Toledo Catholic Diocese.

TONY

He had led me to believe I was the only one.  He lied to me.

NBC REPORTER

Comes’ feelings resurfaced last Memorial Day when he was driving down this street of a South Toledo neighborhood where he just moved.  He noticed the priest he once knew lived five doors down from him.  The Diocese intervened and Gray is now in the process of moving.  But Comes says he’s disturbed Bishop Hoffman told him he knew of no other allegations against Gray.  Then, four months later, published an article confessing there was another one.

That’s when the firefighter decided to fight back--suing the Diocese and talking publicly.

DAVE

Were you an alter boy?

MIKE

I was.  Were you an alter boy?

DAVE

Yeah!  Shut up!

TITLE CARD

Mike

Childhood Friend

DAVE

Yeah, me Canning, Williams, Dattinger, you.

TITLE CARD

Dave

Childhood Friend

DAVE

I just don’t understand how he got away with it like when there were other people there. I don’t

MIKE

Did it happen when we were there?  When I was there?

TONY

Absolutely.  He’d come out and say…

MIKE

I honest to god did not know.

TONY

Did you ever go skinny dipping up there?  At night?

MIKE

At the cottage?

TONY

Yup.

MIKE

I don’t think so.

TONY

Do you ever recall anybody going skinny dipping up there?

MIKE

I do recall that.  I remember wanting to go skinny dipping with Molly Gray up there.

DAVE

Yeah, why would you want to go skinny dipping with a bunch of guys?

TONY

But that’s the thing, it was innocuous.  And nothing ever happened other than fish.  But…

DAVE

Yeah, whatever, I don’t get it.

TONY

In the middle of the night.

DAVE

If you’re fucked up, I guess.

TONY

Why would you shower after a football game with a bunch of guys?  Same deal. You know? A bunch of guys up in a cabin drinking, getting fucked up, who cares?  If none of us are gay, who cares if I look at you naked?

DAVE

Except you don’t know if anyone’s gay.

MIKE

It’s a very experimental time.  

DAVE

What?

TONY

Let  me interrupt a minute.  Do you see me, or my life now, in my decision to go public as a positive thing or a negative thing.  And do you understand that my position is not Catholics, it’s the leadership.  I don’t trust…

MIKE

Then why have you forsaken the Catholic Church?

TONY

I have not forsaken the Catholic Church.  But based upon my own experience, seeing the current behavior of the church, I am given a choice to either trust the church in the same environment while they’re still telling lies, with the care of my daughter…

MIKE

Yeah, but I

TONY

Let me finish.  And risk, as minimal as it is, something happening to her.

DAVE

You’d never forgive yourself.

TONY

Or take her out, put her in public school even with all the crap you have to deal with.

MIKE

Well, I’m worried that you’re gonna make other people pay for a bitterness that maybe you’re picking up from it.  Because I do truly believe in the priesthood and the Catholic Church as a good organization.  I mean, we’re looking at like a thousand years of good okay that the Catholic Church has done.  

DAVE

Right.

MIKE

And what we’re dealing with now is ten years of a cover up. 

TITLE CARD

In February 2003, James Hoffman, the Bishop of Toledo for 22 years, died before being deposed by Tony’s attorneys.

TITLE CARD

Bishop Hoffman’s  Funeral

TITLE CARD

Rev. Ray Sheperd

REV. SHEPERD

Those who would philosophize and theologize about the questions of good and evil, moral and good deeds, and pride, virtue and sin in human hearts would like to explain that we always choose what we think is good.  We always act from what we think are the best motives, at least for our own peaces of mind.  But who can say, ‘I never, ever knowingly hurt someone.  I never, ever knowingly discriminated or ignored facts in dealing with those in my care.’  Of course, the greater the power a person has, the more necessary it is to acknowledge fallibility, to ask forgiveness while doing the best they can, and to trust the Lord to do the judging.  

TONY

The overwhelming urge to drive down to where the bishop’s laying to rest and piss on his grave is almost completely overwhelming.  But, in light of things I think I’ll hold off on that.  But I’ll do it.  And Denny, when you’re dead, I’m gonna piss on your grave too.  

TONY

I’ll stay just for a minute, okay?  Lay down, sleepy angel.  You can go to sleep now, okay?  Nobody’s going to hurt you.

WENDY

When I got engaged to Tony I made the choice to convert to Catholicism.  I did it because I believe in the Catholic religion and I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ very strongly.  Our strongest link to the Catholic Church when I met Tony was John Shiffler who was a priest in the Catholic Church in Toledo.  Tony and I felt a very strong bond with him.  He helped us through a lot of difficult times.  He counseled us, he married us, he baptized me, he baptized our daughter.

JOHN SHIFFLER

Doesn’t she look wonderful?   Wendy, I always thought you were one heck of a pretty little thing, but you look magnificent.  Ditch that sucker and come away with me.  May almighty God bless you…in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit… Amen.  To all my people, it is my pleasure to introduce to you, Mr. And Mrs. Anthony Comes.

WENDY

And unfortunately, over this past year we found out that he is also one that has abused children.  

ATTORNEY

Will you state your name for the record please?

TITLE CARD

Deposition of Father John Shiffler

JOHN SHIFFLER
John Charles Shiffler

ATTORNEY

And Mr. Shiffler, when did you first meet Dennis Gray?

JOHN SHIFFLER
In 1986, when I first came there.

ATTORNEY

How did you come to know him at that time?

JOHN SHIFFLER

He was also  one of the teachers in the religion department.

ATTORNEY

Did you share an office with him?

JOHN SHIFFLER

Our offices were adjacent to each other.

ATTORNEY

Okay, how many times did you have sexual encounters with Matt Simon?

JOHN SHIFFLER

One.

ATTORNEY

What occurred between you and Matt Simon in June of 1987?

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

Your honor, I am instructing the witness not to answer.

ATTORNEY

You refuse to answer?

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

At the recommendation of my counsel, yes.

TITLE CARD

John Shiffler is currently petitioning the Vatican for reinstatement as a priest.

WENDY

The lies, the deceit, the betrayal, wasn’t just from Dennis Gray anymore.  It was from the Catholic Church.  The Catholic Diocese of Toledo.  The bishop.  Everyone that knew what was going on.  They knew that abuse had occurred by Dennis Gray, by others, but they chose to ignore it.  They knew before Tony was abused that there had been allegations against Dennis Gray, but they chose to ignore it.  

TITLE CARD

In March 2003, the Auxiliary Bishop of Toledo, Robert Donnelly, was named Administrator for the Diocese until the Vatican could appoint a new Bishop.

TITLE CARD

A man who sued the Toledo Diocese has claimed he told Bishop Donnelly in 1986 that Gray had abused him.

TITLE CARD

Bishop Donnelly has denied any knowledge of Gray’s alleged abuses before Gray left the priesthood in 1987.

OFF CAMERA VOICE

Please welcome Bishop Robert Donnelly.

TITLE CARD

Robert Donnelly

Auxiliary Bishop of Toledo

ROBERT DONNELLY

The most visible action of the Catholic social justice in the Toledo Diocese is the Catholic Charity Organization.  The Catholic Charity seeks the common good and the well-being of all.  Especially the poor and the vulnerable.

TITLE CARD

John Schoonmaker

Abuse Survivor

JOHN SCHOONMAKER

Bishop Donnelly, my name is John Schoonmaker, as you know.  And with all respect, Bishop Donnelly, I ask, where is the social justice for the victims of sexual abuse by priests.

ROBERT DONNELLY

John, I want to respond briefly to that question, I guess.  I do want to say that we are well along the journey of responding pneumatically, transparently and justly to allegations any and all.  If you want to continue the conversation, I will do so afterwards, but I would like to answer another question.  

CLAUDIA VERCELLOTTI

Bishop Donnelly?

ROBERT DONNELLY

Yes.

TITLE CARD

Claudia Vercellotti

Abuse Survivor

CLAUDIA VERCELLOTTI

My name is Claudia and um,

ROBERT DONNELLY

Sure, Claudia.

CLAUDIA VERCELLOTTI

I’m not as eloquent as some, in fact, as I was standing here and listening to you talk, I’d die a thousand deaths and stand up.  But I want you to know, that while, and please don’t take my tears as weak, but while you may be in compliance on paper, there are people in this community that are hurting.  And that this is not an area that social justice has prevailed.  And we need to be not thrown off the church property when we come to give you a letter. We need to be engaging in a dialogue looking for solutions.

ROBERT DONNELLY

Claudia, I would indeed welcome some way to dialogue.  But I’m not sure that this is the place or this is the time for us, other than, we are compliant.  That is to say, we do the best we can.  We have lay men and women in different groups that are appointed to sort of look at our weaknesses and faults, to tell us, we are doing what we’ve been asked to do.  We have done it well. 

TITLE CARD

Father Stanbery

Toledo Priest

FATHER STANBERY

Right off the top of my head, I don’t think Bishops are accountable enough to people.  You know, they are appointed as a Bishop.  The priest counsel is their own counsel.  It’s not like a legislative body or anything.  They’re not evaluated by the parishioners.  Well, part of it, part of it goes back to other situations of this Diocese that, where, I believe the administration of this Diocese was protecting and covering for, and enabling people who I call faith molesters.

ATTORNEY

Did you have any priest who counseled you, or met with you, suggested that that would be a good vocation for you?

DENNIS

Yeah.

ATTORNEY

Who were they?

DENNIS

A priest at Central through the years.  Bob Donnelly, the Auxiliary Bishop today.

FATHER STANBERY

I know that Dennis Gray served with Robert Donnelly, under Robert Donnelly.  Because I did my deacon internship with Father, he was then Father Robert Donnelly.  It was 1979, Dennis Gray was just being moved.  And I know that, you know, they were close.

ATTORNEY

Did you talk to Donnelly about wanting to move to Toledo?

DENNIS

Who, Bishop Donnelly?

ATTORNEY

Yeah

DENNIS

Sure.

ATTORNEY

And, what did you say to him?

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

Objection.  Privileged communication.

ATTORNEY

He wasn’t the Bishop at the time, was he?

DENNIS

He was a Bishop.

ATTORNEY

What kind of Bishop?

DENNIS

Auxiliary Bishop.

ATTORNEY

Where did he stand in the, in the…

DENNIS

Bishop.

ATTORNEY

Chain of command?  

DENNIS

Number two.

ATTORNEY

Okay.  Did he have authority over you?

DENNIS

Sure.

FATHER STANBERY

I think Bishop Hoffman, Bishop Donnelly knew about these accusations on him and, probably, to protect his career, remained silent and allowed this man to be around children.  I think any of these Bishops like this who place, I think across the country, who place these molesters, especially these serial molesters, around kids, should resign.  They have no business being Bishops if they play with life like that.

MARRIAGE COUNSELOR

Okay, so I’m wondering if between the two of you, that that’s come up. 

TITLE CARD

Marriage Counseling

WENDY

Well we were going out with his family for a surprise birthday party the other night and we haven’t been out together since…

THERAPIST

Since we talked, right?

WENDY

My issue.  And then Tony started talking about the whole church situation. And I think what made it worse was that your brother was going to a church function.  So that put Tony in a whole different universe.

TONY

I was freaking out.  So I said, to her across the table, hey, could you come on over and sit on this side just or a minute until things get going and rub my back for a second.

WENDY

Now I just sat down, I’ve had a long week, all I want to do is have a drink and talk to adults.

TONY

I didn’t get shitty, I don’t think.

WENDY

Not at that point yet.

TONY

I think I just said, you know…

WENDY

He’s totally…if he happens to be feeling a certain way or feeling tight, everything that is possible going on with me is just, too bad.  Suck it up.  I’m tight.  So the world ends.

THERAPIST

You, you, you turn invisible.

TONY

Now wait a second.

WENDY

I really wish that Tony could take all the stuff that’s turning into anger and do something different with that.  Help people in the Catholic Church.  Or, you know, parents, or whatever…

THERAPIST

Change Canon Law, leave the church?

WENDY

Yeah.  If he could do something different with that, rather than get angry and pissed off.

TONY

I’m usually pretty good.

WENDY

Tony, I…

TONY

I might not be doing it the way that you would.  But this is the way I think it’s gonna work for me in order to get through it.  And, I am what I am.

TITLE CARD

In June 2003, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests (S.N.A.P.) held its first annual conference in St Louis.

TONY

That’s where I am.  That’s the arch of St. Louis.  

TONY

Hey, Barbara.  Um, Tony Comes.  Apparently Claudia already has a nametag for me?

BARBARA (Check-in)

She has everything for you.

TITLE CARD

Barbara Blaine

SNAP President

BARBARA

Welcome everyone to the first national assembly of SNAP, the Survivors Network of those Abused by Priests.  Now, you are going to hear from our national executive director, David Clohessy.

TITLE CARD

David Clohessy

SNAP Executive Director.

DAVID

Welcome.  Welcome to my town.  We’re here this weekend for one simple reason.  And that is to gain the strength and the skills to go out and keep doing what we’ve been doing, many of us for years and years, which is to save lives.  I’m gonna ask just a couple people to break the ice, and if you feel comfortable sharing some of what you shared this afternoon, please head up to either one of the microphones.

S.N.A.P.

SPEAKER #1
Good evening, I’m from Tucson, Arizona.  I was raped by a priest when I was 11 years old.  Up until that time I had one hundred percent clarity that god’s plan for me was to be a priest.  That plan changed.  Because the closest thing I had to god was that priest that held me down by the back of the neck and stuck his penis in my butt.

S.N.A.P. SPEAKER #2 

(Claudia Vercellotti)

This is me as a teenager at the age when I was abused by the Bishop’s director of youth ministries for the Diocese of Toledo.  I remember vividly on this youth trip, we stopped  at a hotel.  And checked in with a fake name and he turned to me and said, “I can’t believe I would almost give my real name.”  And being naïve like this person in the picture, I thought, “Well why wouldn’t you.  If something happened how would they know where we’re at?”

S.N.A.P. SPEAKER #3

My first sexual assault by a priest started when I was somewhere between five and six.  Fast forward to 21, 22, and like many of us, I was confided in a priest who then immediately began an affair with me.  

S.N.A.P. SPEAKER #4

My father himself was a pedophile so he started around the age of two to approximately the age of six. And then I met Father Gay who went from six to roughly ten.  So it was kind of like natural for me.

S.N.A.P. SPEAKER #5

I was just nine years old when Father Jim worked very slowly and methodically to gain my trust and confidence and silence.  Through the course of it, French kissing, forced masturbation, oral rape became the traumas I experienced but experienced alone.

TONY

My name’s Tony Comes.  I’m from Toledo, Ohio.  I’m a 34-year-old father of two.  I am a Toledo firefighter.  I was abused repeatedly.  I have allowed myself to continue to be abused.  I regret the most that I’ve always been aware, and I always said, if I ever found out that someone else was after me, it would kill me.  I thought I was the only one.

DAVID CLOHESSY

Um, you’ve taken a very brave step and we applaud you especially for having the courage to come out and be among people who can support you.  It’s a very tough first step.  And we welcome you and we applaud you for doing that.  And we applaud you for being here tonight.

TITLE CARD

When Tony returned home, he contacted other men who had filed lawsuits against Dennis Gray.

TITLE CARD

Matthew Simon

MATTHEW

Can you believe it?  How are you?  It’s so good to see you.

TITLE CARD

Dennis O’Loughlin

TONY

I’ve been shitting my pants about meeting you.  

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

It’s like a gateway to your past.

MATTHEW

So you all have not seen each other.

TONY 

I’ve had his number for months and I everyday, you should call him, you should call him.  And, I don’t know…

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

What to say?  How to start?

MATTHEW

It’s like not a conversation you really want to have to do with because then you have to deal with it when you talk to that person.  It’s not a conversation you want to exactly have.  But, you know what?  It’s a good thing.   

TONY

I feel very responsible.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

Why?

TONY

Because, as I felt all along for twenty years, if, my biggest fear was if I would have spoken up, somebody else wouldn’t have gone through or feel what I feel.  And I ask my self a thousand times.  Why?  

ATTORNEY

Do you think that it has a potential to cause serious long-range harm to a child when someone in a position of authority such as a priest puts their penis in the mouth of that child?

DENNIS

Yes.

ATTORNEY

Has the potential to cause serious harm, doesn’t it?

DENNIS

No.

ATTORNEY

It doesn’t?

DENNIS

No.

ATTORNEY

It doesn’t have the potential to cause serious…

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

He’s answered the question

ATTORNEY

Serious harm to the child?

DEFENSE ATTORNEY

A lack of foundation.  What are you talking about serious harm?

ATTORNEY

Serious, permanent harm to that child.

DENNIS

No, I think.  No.

ATTORNEY

On what grounds do you say it does not?

DENNIS

I don’t want to go with medical, I’m just saying ever person’s different.

ATTORNEY

Yeah?  So some children it wouldn’t bother, others it would?

DENNIS

I would think so.

ATTORNEY

Okay.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

You know, when you go out there, your parents told you, you know, you listen to him, you do what he tells you to do. 

MATTHEW

That’s right.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

So when he’s out there and said you go sleep in this room, you sleep in this room, you sleep over in this room.  You and you are in this room with me.

TONY

No one ever asked, “Hey, do you sleep in the same bed with him?”  You know, they assumed you were at the cottage.

MATTHEW

You know, there were times that I would run, I mean, I would try to hide, I would try to find people to be around so I could avoid going to Father Auth’s garage, or the doctor’s house, or his garage.  Wherever he would tell me to go I mean, I would try to hide.  But I knew that he would find me.  He was very clever.   

TONY

In the same vein, when I was getting abused.  When I say, I laid there, just stiff as a board, pardon the pun.  Just in agony because I could not mentally control a natural, physical… 

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

Physical reaction.

TONY

…biological reaction.  And I was going, Jesus Christ I have actually achieved an orgasm as unfun as it was.  And it was with a man. I must be queer. Uh, holy shit, what am I going to do?  Man, I had to get as many girls as I could possibly find in order to prove it wrong.

MATTHEW

Well, it ruined for me, well, I mean, for any lack of better term, of any sex I had with any men for several years after that because the only way I could have a relationship with someone was to have sex them.  I mean, that was what I thought would make them like me.  Which, I know sounds really warped.  I mean, I don’t have to tell you that, but, I’ve just, I mean, yeah.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

See, with me, you know, the first girl that I was with that wanted to become intimate with me, I just looked at her and said, “Why the hell would you want to have sex with me?”  She’s like, “Well we’re dating.  And it’s a nice way to share of ourselves.”  And I looked at her and said, “Who says I wanted to share anything with you?”  And it took a while for me to realize that there were girls who went through similar abuse that I did and to them that’s the only way of offering what they think is special about them to you.

MATTHEW

So tell me something.  If they were to come to us right now and say, “Here is such and such of a settlement and that’s it.  No ties to it.”  

TONY

Fuck off.

MATTHEW

You’d really say fuck off?

TONY

Fuck off.  Somebody’s admitting they were wrong.  And it’s going to be the highest fucking possible person.

MATTHEW

But coming to a settlement, you don’t think that’s admitting they were wrong already?

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

No.  Because if I take a settlement outside of the courts, they, one, publicly aren’t admitting anything.  And I want Dennis to admit that he did this.  I want the church to admit that they covered it up.  

TONY

Yep.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

I want the church to admit to all the other cover-ups they had.  And I’ll walk away without a dime.  They can pay my legal fees, and I’m done.

TONY

I want assurances that there’s measure in place so that this shit doesn’t happen anymore.

MATTHEW

For me, I think I would definitely entertain the settlement, but I mean…

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

But you can’t tell me that you know while, you know, you were given a settlement, that you Tony and I were given a group settlement of 20 million dollars.

TONY

So, you should be happy now.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

And you should be happy now.  And it’s over.  What do you think?  It’s finally over.  If you fucking think it’s over, why don’t you come over to my house every night when I wake up sweating my ass because I had a nightmare because that fucker’s face was in my head, I’ll tap you on the forehead and say, “It’s on.  It’s on.  Come on.  Wake up.  You get to go with me for another two hours while I go walking this off.”

TONY

So there’s a priest doing confession and he’s sitting in the confessional and all the sudden he’s got to take a shit.  So he sees David the janitor walking by and he says, “Dave, get in here.”  He says, “ I need you to do me a favor.  I got to take a shit.  Just do the confessions.  All the sins are here, all the punishments, just follow the chart.  Everything’s there.”  A lady comes in confesses to adultery.  Performing oral sex on somebody other than her husband.  Dave can’t find oral sex on the board anywhere.  He sees one of the alter boys walking by.  He goes, “Donny!  Donny! Psst..  “Dave, what are you doing in there?”  He says, “I don’t have time for idle chatter.  What’s Father usually give for inappropriate oral sex?”  He goes, “I don’t know, ice cream and a movie?”

MATTHEW

Oh, Tony.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

Okay, you’ve watched big time wrestling, right?

MATTHEW

Yes.

TONY

Being a non-athlete, you’ll soon be able to get it.  What’s that move?

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

What’s this move called?  It’s a Half Nelson.

MATTHEW

Okay.

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

What’s this move called? A Full Nelson.

MATTHEW

Full Nelson.  Okay

DENNIS O’LOUGHLIN

And what’s this move called?  Father Nelson.

TONY

Father Nelson.  Have you heard that one, Matt?

MATTHEW

Thank you for everything.

TONY

Buddy, I can’t tell you.  Thank you.  I would have never recognized you.  Never.  Matt is easily recognizable.  You know what, I’m probably a lot better than I thought I would have been.

TITLE CARD

Catherine Hoolahan

Tony’s Attorney

CATHERINE
So, the Diocese has filed the motion to dismiss.  They’re saying, basically, even if you have a good case, you brought it way too late.  Because the statute of limitations restricts your right to file unless you do it within a certain number of years.  So at this stage of the game, they are going to take advantage of every single delay.  And that can turn a two year lawsuit into an eight year lawsuit.

TONY

What they’re doing is sinning.  I can fit it into I don’t know how many different commandments.

CATHERINE
Well, I think if they truly were concerned about helping the victims they would say, “Let’s focus on what really happened and look at the merits and what we should be doing.”  But they’re not inclined to do that.  Now the next thing is something from Cannon Law, which is the book of rules that the Catholic Church lives by.  Under Cannon Law, priests are authorized to lie if it is in the interest of the Church.  In order to…

TONY

To protect the Church.

CATHERINE

Protect the Church from scandals.  It’s called “mental reservation.”  I don’t know if you’ve heard of this term.  Strict mental reservation means that you can not answer questions, you can lie in your answer in order to protect the interests of the Church.  And I think that’s probably something that most people don’t realize.

TONY

Yeah, there’s a gajillion things going through my head right now.  My daughter’s having fucking first communion in 15 days.  If it wasn’t going to be hard to say, “Welcome aboard,” before.  I don’t even want to go.  I don’t want her to go.  But I…

CATHERINE

It’s just…

TONY

I’m putting her into a group that, knowing what I just know now, I don’t want her to do it.

TONY

It’s gonna be a far longer process. Like 8 years.

WENDY

I would expect that from them.  This is difficult for me.  The fact that I was an adult and made a conscious decision to convert to this religion.

TONY

Would you make the same decision now?

WENDY

I don’t know.  Quite honestly, Tony, I I’m also at a point where I, you know, I’ve thought about going over to Perrysburg and checking out Cedar Creek.  A non-

TONY

It’s a non-denominational, musically-based.

WENDY

…Church It’s a place to continue a relationship with God.  You know, I think the communion piece would be difficult because that is a deep connection for me.  But, I’m torn. I’m torn just like you are.  I think for me it’s easier because I didn’t grow up with this religion.  You were brought up…I mean, you know, when you go to Church, you don’t have to look at a book to recite anything.  You know exactly, by memory, because you…just like Samantha.  She knows the prayers to say, when to say them.  It’s second nature for her. And after communion, it’s going to be even stronger.  

TONY

This side, knuckle head.  

SAMANTHA

Hi.

TONY

How are you?  

SAMANTHA

Okay.

TONY

Can you fit?  Move that so you can sit down.  Buckle up.  What did you learn at school today?

SAMANTHA

Jesus Day.

TONY

Jesus Day.  What was Jesus Day?

SAMANTHA

I forget.

TONY

You forget what Jesus Day was about?  

SAMANTHA

Jesus.

TONY

Okay.  What’d you guys try last week?

SAMANTHA

Um, the host.

TONY

What’s the host supposed to be?

SAMANTHA

Jesus’ body

TITLE CARD

Tony’s first communion workbook

TONY

I actually sat Sam down.  Her book is very similar.  Slightly more updated but nearly identical.  And I can remember I was an altar boy.  And I enjoyed Church until I was abused.  And now what I’m mad about is that they’re doing everything exactly wrong.  It’s the forgive part.  When the Church adds forget, that’s stupid.  Because it’s impossible.

TONY

This particular dream, we’re at first communion.

TITLE CARD

Marriage Counseling

TONY

And my wife and I are standing… our hands on our daughter’s shoulder.  I look down and I see them place the communion in my daughter’s hand, and I look up and it’s Denny Gray.  I woke up and I’ll bet you I couldn’t breathe for a full minute.  I was probably crying for ten before she woke up.  And by crying I mean shaking, just sobbing.  I have a sense of fear now.

WENDY

Tony, you can be there.

TONY

I refuse to go...

WENDY

She won’t understand.  

TONY

I’m so sick to my stomach.  I can’t sleep.  I need to figure out how I’m going to do this before I walk in that church.

 CHURCH: OFF CAMERA WOMAN’S VOICE 

Samantha Comes.  Chris Wilson.

TONY

Well, other than picking her up from school, that will probably be the last time in the four walls of that church.  You know, it’s strange being 34 and questioning everything you ever thought as far as, what I think people look to religion for is when everything else goes to shit.  That’s what you do.  You turn to god, or you turn to god in the fashion you in which you were taught.  And now I got nowhere to turn.  So, it’s a bitch.

SANDY

You know darn well how I feel about you.  But I hope you get to a point between now and when this is all over where you do deal with it as you’re through with the anger.  And you’re more down to the nitty gritty this is right, this is wrong, let’s fess up guys, and not be angry.

TONY

When there is full disclosure and justice, in my perception of it, is done.

SANDY

Well Tony, look it, I can deal with what I believe was being total lied by the Bishop.  I can deal with that.  The Church is like, to me, like any large company.  Sometimes the right hand doesn’t even know what the left hand’s doing.

TONY

They know.

SANDY

No they don’t

TONY

They fucking know.

SANDY

Tony, I don’t…

TONY

They damn well know that this is tearing up marriages, that this is tearing up individuals.  This is…they know.  And they are the pillars of society and the sons of bitches don’t do anything to stop it.

SANDY

Watch your language.

TONY

And you know what, you run around with those guys, it’s guilt by association.  You’re, I’m sorry mom, but you’re talking out of two sides.

SANDY

No.

TONY

You’re wanting to, you so vehemently want to hang on to what you need to and I don’t besmirch you that.  But for god’s sake, what is it going to take?

SANDY

Are you asking me to leave the Catholic Church?  Because I’m not going to do it.

TONY

I’m not asking you to leave the Catholic Church, I’m asking you to stand up.  I’m asking you to quit writing checks.

SANDY

What in hell’s bells do you think I’ve been doing or trying to do?  I’m not hiding.  I’m not hiding.  But I am…

TONY

Do you put money in a basket every week?

SANDY 

Yeah.  I think that’s my obligation.

TONY

The money you’re…

SANDY

Now wait a minute.  Wait a minute.

TONY

…giving them is paying the attorneys that are fighting me.

SANDY

You can put any kind of spin on it you want.

TONY

Do you remember when I begged you and Dad to let me out of Central?

SANDY

Yeah.

TONY

Do you know why I was begging you?

SANDY

Why?

TONY

Because it was happening.

SANDY

Okay.  Why didn’t you know…

TONY

Why didn’t I tell you?

SANDY

You couldn’t.

TONY

Because I was getting beat up for being called a faggot, for being called little, for being called whatever.  Am I gonna fucking put a billboard out that says, “Yes, I’m getting a fucking hand job, getting my fucking dick sucked by a priest?”  No, But you and dad wouldn’t let me fucking go because the Catholic religion, and Catholic education is better.

SANDY

Well, we didn’t know what was going on Tony…

TONY

When you did know, you didn’t do nothing.

SANDY

All right, but at the time…

TONY

I’m thirty fucking four years old and I’m crying like a fucking scared 12-year-old.

SANDY

I know.  And we made the best decision with the information that we had at the time.

WENDY

Sorry, I needed to come in and get my clothes and stuff.  Does Sam have clean clothes for tomorrow?

TONY

Yes.

WENDY

Right at the moment, things aren’t very good with Tony and I.  He’s definitely not one to, he rarely wants to go out anymore.  And if he does, it’s with a limited group of people that he’s comfortable with.  And that is a like a 360 from when I met Tony.  I mean, Tony was like, you’d go out in a group of a hundred people and he’d be the one that’s cracking the jokes, telling his life story,  Um, that definitely has changed.  He, he’s not comfortable in his own body.  You know, and whether he always felt that way, I don’t know.   But it outwardly it didn’t appear that way.  I mean, he really is different.

TONY

I’m exhausted.  I’ve lost 27 pounds.  I’m about 152 pounds right now.  About two weeks ago I was 150.  So I’ve been eating my ass off.  But I don’t sleep, I have no appetite.  Not because I’m not hungry.  But because I’m so fucking wound up and angry all the time, nothing tastes good.  Nothing…   It’s easier to sit and smoke than it is to get up and make a fucking sandwich.  But if she came home and said, “I just can’t get by it, we’re done.”                                                                                                                                                 I wouldn’t blame her.  It would kill me.  I believe I would do just about anything to hang on to my children and my wife.                                                                              

WENDY

I did not pressure Tony to come back to church.  We rarely talked about it.  But, as things have taken some turns over the last few months, we have talked about it bringing us closer together as a family.  And that it was important for all of us to go to, you know, church together and get communion and hear the same things and experience the same things and, religiously.  So…

TONY

To participate as a family.

WENDY

It almost feels like we’re taking back some kind of control and not leaving what we believe to be the right religious choice for us, for our family.

TONY

You know, I’m not gonna be ashamed of an awful lot of things anymore.  Being Catholic is one of them.  I’ve just had to suck it up in a lot of ways.  So.

TITLE CARD

3 months later

TITLE CARD

Tony and Wendy each met with their attorneys to discuss filing for divorce.

TITLE CARD

Tony and Wendy’s vacation video.

TONY

That was incredible.  That was the bomb!

ATTORNEY

When did you stop believing in heaven and hell?

DENNIS

Oh, I don’t think I ever believed in hell.  It is a state, not a place.  And heaven to me is a state, not a place.

ATTORNEY

Do you believe in God at the present time?

DENNIS

Oh yeah.

ATTORNEY

You do?

DENNIS

Yeah.

ATTORNEY

Do you believe in, but you don’t believe in heaven or hell?

DENNIS

No, I believe in a state, but not a place.

ATTORNEY

When did you stop believing in heaven and hell?

DENNIS

I’ve always believed in heaven and hell, as a state.  

TITLE CARD

In 2004, Tony and 21 other survivors entered into settlement discussions with the Toledo Diocese.

TITLE CARD

The diocese offered Tony $55,000, which he reluctantly accepted.

Several weeks later, it was revealed the diocese had a stock portfolio worth $117,000,000.

TITLE CARD

All lawsuits against Dennis Gray were settled and he has publicly denied the allegations against him.

He now lives ten miles from Tony and Wendy, who are still together.

TITLE CARD

Since 1950, there have been 10.667 reported cases of children who were sexually abused by 4,392 priests in the United States.

-From a study commissioned by the U.S. Catholic Church
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